Waiting - Genesis 29:15-28
This morning | would like us to think about waiting.
Waiting: how long do we spend waiting? Just think about it for a moment. Where do we wait?
e Queuingin traffic, just sitting there waiting to move.

e Queuingin shops or at the doctors waiting your turn. (after you have queued on the
phone to get the appointment in the first place; you are number 23 in the queue).

e | don’t know how old your technology is but waiting for pages to load or buffering for
videos.

A quick google search suggests that we spend about six months of our lives just waiting, now
over an average lifespan that amounts to thousands of hours.

So, we spend a lot of time waiting. How does this waiting make us feel, how does it affect our
emotions?

e Waiting is difficult: not knowing what is coming, and we have a lack of control over the
situation. Now the brain may interpret this uncertainty as a threat, it can trigger anxiety,
stress, and a rush of overthinking.

e Youdon’t know what the outcome will be for that job you applied for or the medical test
you’ve just had done so you worry.

e Youfeelstuckandin anin between phase, so you get tired and emotionally fatigued.
Sometimes it opens up old wounds.

e This probably gets worse the nearer you get to the deadline or receiving the result.

So, we don’t like waiting. To be fair, it’s not all our fault, is it? Part of our dislike of waiting
involves the culture we have been born to and grew up in. It starts at a young age. If you’ve been
a parent, you will have heard this phrase many many times. “Are we there yet” For us it was on
the way to North Devon for a nice beach holiday and it started just after we hit the M4 at
junction 12.

So, all of us, everyone, everywhere, and in everything is constantly looking to get there quickly,
for a more efficient way to do whatever it is we are trying to do. We need people to answer our

email or text message quickly, on our time table, so that we can move onto the next task. This

all says waiting is a waste of time.

The passage from Genesis we heard today is primarily about waiting. But it approaches waiting
in a very different way. Suggesting it is not a waste of time but something that is positive and
needed.

In Haran, Jacob falls in love with Rachel, the daughter of Laban, his mother's brother. Jacob
agrees to work for Laban for seven years to marry Rachel, demonstrating his willingness to wait
for what he desires. However, Laban deceives Jacob by giving him Leah, Rachel's older sister,
as a wife instead. Jacob then agrees to work another seven years for Rachel, so having to wait



and work 14 years to marry the woman he loves. This shows his enduring patience and
commitment.

Today’s story is not the only time that Jacob had to wait. It started when he was born with his
birthright. Then he was in Haran for another twenty years after he married Rachel waiting on
God for the right time to return to return to Cannan. Later in Genesis (Genesis 31:3), the Lord
instructs Jacob, "Return to the land of your fathers and to your kindred, and | will be with you."

Because he has waited the reunion with Esau is marked with unexpected forgiveness and
acceptance. Jacob had learned to act with humility and lived in hope of finding favour in his
brother’s eyes.

Jacob's life is a testament to the importance of waiting on God's timing and promises.
Throughout his journey, Jacob learns to trust in God's faithfulness, even when circumstances
seem uncertain. His experiences of waiting shapes his character.

So, what does the story of Jacob mean for us? What is it a reminder to do and to be? What does
it teach us about waiting, particularly spiritual waiting and the blessings that might flow from
that. There are four things | want to draw out.

o Christian waiting is perpetual.

For most people, “waiting” is just a means to an end. You bide your time until the waiting is
over, and you get the meal you ordered or the promotion that you’re due. But for us as
Christians, waiting is not just a temporary time; it’s a perpetual state, it is happening all the
time. Our whole identity, in a way, is built around waiting, for we are a people who believe in
things that we cannot see. That are not readily apparent. That are coming, and yet have not yet
come.

To be a Christian means to be someone who waits, whether we like it or not.

We believe that the war against evil and for our liberation; for the future and the glory of God has
been won at the cross. And yet we are waiting. We are waiting for that victory to be fully realized
in the new heaven and the new earth. We are living in the already, but not yet, so for us as
Christians, waiting is really central to the entire way we live.

We are the people Jesus described using a parable of ten virgins who were going out to meet the
groom coming for the wedding. Only five of them realized the need to be constantly vigilant and
alert, while the other five went to sleep and ran out of oil in their lamps. Jesus makes the point
for us, helping us see that we always live, until He returns, in waiting:

“Therefore, be alert, because you don’t know either the day or the hour” (Matt. 25:13).
o Christian waiting is busy.
Not only is Christian waiting perpetual; Christian waiting is busy.
For most of the world, “waiting” is really about idleness. It’s the time when you can refresh your
social media pages, play a game on your phone, or to seek something to distract you; to

entertain — something that occupies you until you get onto the real business you’ve been
waiting for.



But Christian waiting is not an exercise in time filling — Christian waiting is filled with meaning,
purpose, and action.

In other words, we are “active” waiters. We must realize that our waiting is not arbitrary or due
to bad timing on our part, but rather it is time given to us, by God, to make the most of. In this,
we take our example from God Himself, who is also waiting. And yet in His waiting, He is very,
very busy using His people to spread the gospel to the world:

“Dear friends, don’t overlook this one fact: With the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a
thousand years like one day. The Lord does not delay his promise, as some understand delay,
but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish but all to come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:8-9).

Waiting is a chance to reflect about kingdom values and to be busy about kingdom work and
priorities. Maybe this is the link to today’s gospel reading. We find the treasure and are naive
enough to think we own it, that we have it all worked out. But God knows we haven’t (yet) and
so restless we wait. But thatis the journey of the kingdom and to God.

e Christian waiting is hopeful.

A lot of the time waiting is filled with a sense of doom. Impending dread. Anticipation of the
other shoe to drop, we sabotage our own sense of peace and joy. We just know that at the other
end of this period of waiting some disaster is going to come into our lives; we’re just stealing
ourselves for it. But as Christians we should wait differently; we should wait with hope:

“He will not fear bad news;
his heart is confident, trusting in the Lord” (Ps. 112:7).

We do not fear bad news. That’s not because bad news never comes - it certainly does, for the
Christian and the non-Christian alike. We don’t fear the bad news because ultimately, there is
only good news. We trust that even if our circumstances change, we are secure in the hands of
our ever caring and loving God. Even though, at times, it might be difficult to see how this is
working out for our good and for God’s glory. But we continue to have this hope.

e Christian waiting is formative.

If we start where we were when | began speaking constantly looking for things to be more
efficient and to happen quicker then we will be saying “Waiting is a waste of time.” That’s why
we try to eliminate it if we can. It’s because we see no value in it whatsoever. As Christian’s we
need to realize that waiting is formative in the hands of God who does not waste any
experience.

God plays the long game. He is forming and shaping us, from the inside out, into the image of
His Son, and waiting is one of the tools He has at His disposal. As we wait, God is busy
moulding us; building into us the kind of patience, integrity, and perseverance that marked out
Jesus and therefore must mark us as his brothers and sisters.

So here we are, we are going to wait. It’s part of life. But as in all things, we as Christians ought
to wait differently. We ought to wait from the perspective of faith. And in this we find yet one
more way in which we stand apart from the world, confident in a God who does all things well.



And does all things in his own good time.




