Notices for Sunday Sth July 2026

Iy
5™ Sunday after Trinity = Lz
2 -‘ St.John &
St.Stephen’s
Church
This Week

Sunday 10.30 am Holy Communion

Reading: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-end

Coffee duty: Croft home group A

Coffee duty on 12th July: Thake B team

Monday morning prayer online

Wednesday morning prayer in the building

Cafe open Monday to Friday

Thursday Cafe communion
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All age service and Picnic - Sth July

This Sunday we will be holding our all age service outside on the courtyard weather permitting. This will be
followed by a bring your own picnic hopefully also outside!
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Diana’s Funeral

Diana Metcalfe's funeral will take place on Tuesday 7th July here at St John's at 11:15 am followed by a
cremation at Henley Road crematorium.

If anyone is available to act as a welcomer on that day we are looking for 2 people to fulfil this role. Please
speak to one of the church wardens if you are able to help
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13 Faces of Evil an Art Exhibition by Tom Finlay

Saturday 4th July from 10-12pm and Sunday 5th - July 2-4pm in the cafe.

"Tom's images relate to social and environmental injustice around the world and those who create and
propagate them through oil, data, weapons, money etc.

The images are designed to be challenging and thought provoking."

Free entry. All welcome
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School Bibles

Thank you for all your donations so far towards giving Bibles to all 60 of the children leaving St John's
School this year to go to secondary school, we are roughly half way!

If you would like to make a donation there is still time. Please speak to Bridget Barwick or one of the
Churchwardens if you would like to help out.
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Book launch

Willie Wimmera was an Australian Aboriginal boy brought to Reading in the 1850s by a former curate of St
John's - and baptised as a member of this church. Come along for the launch of Mary Chambers' new book,
"The Kind Hosts of Willie Wimmera", and find out more about his story.

A\ Watlington House, Watlington Street, Reading, RG1 4RT
~ Saturday 11 July

©12:00 PM
Free event, no need to book.
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Eco Thought - Lets hear it for Trees

Trees are vital allies. They provide shade and help us to cope with heat and pollution in hot weather.Each
year Reading Council plants about 300 new trees on council land, pavements verges and parks.



If you see a tree stake with a yellow mark, that is one of this year’s trees. Last year’s planting has an orange
marker, like the one in the picture above. Council contractors water trees for the first two seasons, but in
very hot weather young trees need all the help they can get. If there are new trees near you which look
stressed, do try to water them. Even a couple of empty milk bottles full can help.
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Hope into Action

Hope into Action Reading is a charity which places homeless women and men in accommodation and helps
them get their lives back together. St John’s has adopted a house in our parish and a small team of volunteers
visits and encourages the women who live there. Could you help? We are looking especially for female
volunteers. Please speak to Sue Bruce, Richard or Rosemary Croft and we’ll tell you more!
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Sunday School

During the summer holidays we have a different format for the children’s groups on Sunday mornings.
We prepare a story and a craft for each week, so there is no preparation needed, and we ask for different
people to lead the session to give our usual leaders a break.

So we need 2 leaders for each session - July 26, 9" August, 16™ August, 23 August and 30™ August.
If you would be willing to help us, please let me know at Rosemaryacroft@gmail.com !
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Gaza and the West Bank

The Christian charity Embrace the Middle East is part of a campaign bringing together churches and
Christian organisations across the UK to respond to the call for a just peace for all who live in the Holy
Land. By uniting together, we can amplify our message, acting with conviction, clarity and compassion and
increase pressure on the UK government to take further action. There is a programme of resources and
action ideas under the headings - Listen, Learn, Live and Act. If you want to add your name to the campaign
or encourage our church to respond corporately go this website:
https://justpeacecoalition.com/?utm_source=embraceme.org&utm_campaign=fdef71cffa-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN ReAction 15 4 26_COPY_0Ol&utm_medium
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Birthdays
8" July Alice Pullen

El-Roi Ziyet Benjamin
11" July Richard Harwood
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You can subscribe to receive a hyperlinked colourful version of this newsletter in your inbox every week at
www.stjohnandststephen.org.uk/this-week/noticesheets


mailto:Rosemaryacroft@gmail.com
https://stjohnandststephen.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2ab3814b09aa4a8b0061ed613&id=441e1b86b2&e=5c07440fa0
https://stjohnandststephen.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2ab3814b09aa4a8b0061ed613&id=441e1b86b2&e=5c07440fa0




