Generous Giving sermon 19.07.26
2 Corinthians 8:7-15 & Matthew 13:44-46

Now as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in utmost eagerness, and
in our love for you—so we want you to excel also in this generous undertaking.

| do not say this as a command, but | am, by mentioning the eagerness of others, testing the
genuineness of your love. For you know the generous act of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty you might
become rich. And in this matter | am giving my opinion: it is beneficial for you who began
last year not only to do something but even to desire to do something. Now finish doing it,
so that your eagerness may be matched by completing it according to your means. For if the
eagerness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what
one does not have. For | do not mean that there should be relief for others and hardship for
you, but it is a question of equality between your present abundance and their need, so
that their abundance may also supply your need, in order that there may be equality. As it is
written,

“The one who had much did not have too much,

and the one who had little did not have too little.”
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“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and reburied;
then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one
pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.
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A quiz about finance and the Church of England!

1. How much subsidy does the Church of England receive from the State towards its
historic buildings?

2. Out of 42 Church of England Dioceses in the UK, how many do you think are solvent?

3. Fact: The Church of England is sitting on £11 billion; the Church Commissioners
should release the money immediately to fund more priests”. What do you think?

As a teenager | was shaped by a church in my hometown where lots of exciting things were
happening. There was a thriving youth group, a strong musical tradition, a healing service
monthly, an annual weekend away, and a strong sense of God’s Word speaking into lives.

Just as | was about to embark on my student life in Reading the minister approached me to
encourage me to tithe my student grant. Meaning | should give away a tenth of it before



anything else was paid for. Looking back now it seems like extraordinary advice. I’'m glad my
parents never found out! | don’t think | would give the same advice today. But it certainly
made me think about giving, and it probably set me up well for life as a follower of Jesus,
who asks everything from his followers, while generously giving us his very self.

In our reading, Paul is dealing with a very practical issue as he encourages the corinthians to
complete the giving they had promised to the struggling believers in Jerusalem. They had
the enthusiasm to give a gift, now he urges them to make good by following it up and
actually acting on it.

Paul recognises their other spiritual virtues, their faith, their speech and knowledge; and to
these virtues he urges them to add the grace of giving. Because giving is a grace and a
response to God’s generosity. I‘'m talking this morning about financial giving as a response
to God’s goodness.

Of course, when we respond to God’s generosity we might also respond with the sharing of
our gifts and the giving of our time, but just for this morning we‘re focussing on financial

giving.

It‘s a topic that some have said should be left out of sermons, but if Paul‘s example is to be
followed, | think we can legitimately include it as part of the call to follow wholeheartedly in
the footsteps of Jesus. The reason being that when we’re disciples of Jesus, there isn‘t an
aspect of life that remains untouched.

Our Gospel suggested that the kingdom of Heaven is so precious that when we find it in our
own lives, we‘re willing to prioritise it above all else. “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure
hidden in a field, which a man found and reburied; then in his joy he goes and sells all that
he has and buys that field.

When Jesus comes first, our other priorities naturally align themselves accordingly, and that
includes how we spend our money.

What are the principles of giving, then?

First of all, giving is a response to the generosity of God. Paul cites the example of Jesus,
who, though he was rich, became poor for our sakes. Giving is not a command, but an
invitation. God loves a cheerful giver; we are told in the Old Testament. There‘s a
commonality about the body and its needs, so that Paul expresses joy that this group of
Christians, in Corinth, can respond to the need in the Jerusalem group, by sending them the
financial assistance they need.

There’s a pre-echo of this in the OT when Moses invites God‘s people to collect manna in
the wilderness. They went out daily to collect what they needed, and it was enough. If they
tried to collect more, stacking it up for two days, say, it simply went off. The system was



designed that all would have enough. And that leads us to the current C of E parish share,
which, belive it or not, is designed along the same principles.

Who's heard of the parish share?! The parish share is a very unglamorous way that we echo
the principle of enough for all in the Church. There’s a certain amount of money needed to
keep the C of E going year on year. The National Church calculates via a complex
demographic formula how much each Diocese needs to find to pay their share of the total
cost of ministry; the Diocese carves up its area into deaneries and gives each deanery its
amount; the deanery carves up its area into churches, using the same formula, and we are
given our amount to pay.

On our church noticeboard you’ll see each year that Oxford Diocese sends us a thank you
for the amount our church sent towards the Diocesan share. Do take a moment to go and
see this.

This is the unglamorous side of giving. When we pay our parish share it goes into the central
pot and pays for ministry — that is salaries, housing & pensions for priests; training
ministers; the upkeep of buildings; employing other staff; heating, lighting, insurance, - in
short, everything it takes to keep the Church of England open.

Secondly First Fruits. Giving in the bible is something we decide to do in advance. The idea
of first fruits is important here. First fruits was the Festival that Jewish people celebrated as
the first crops came in. The first fruits were a sign that the rest of the harvest would follow.
When we set aside something at the start of the month, we then live according to what is
left. First fruits were set aside for the Lord; it‘s a good principle to live by in the church.

Giving by monthly standing order, if you are able to do that (and not everyone is) or regular
envelope, is the most helpful way to give at St John and St Stephen’s because it helps us see
what we have to spend.

Here at St John and St Stephen’s our annual income comes from four streams: planned
giving (monthly standing orders); rent from our properties; church fees (weddings; funerals,
hall lettings) and investment income - amounting in 2025/6 to £162,000 of which £50,000 is
our parish share (less than a third).

But over the last 10 years, planned giving has gone gradually down while costs have
rocketed. It’s our regular planned giving that we now need to address. Here it could well be
that small changes will have a big impact. If you have not set up a regular payment to the
church, now is the time to consider doing so.

But don’t panic if this sounds too scary.

Because this brings us to our third point: proportionality. We give according to what we can
—not according to what we can‘t. As our income fluctuates what we can give away may
change; it will go up or down. Paul writes “for if the eagerness is there, the gift is acceptable



according to what one has — not according to what one does not have.” He doesn‘t want
there to be relief for the other Christians at the expense of the Corinthians — that would
simply reverse the problem!

The cost of living is a real burden for many — so our regular gift might be small. But it is still a
grace to give it and very valuable to God.

So, to recap:

1. We give out of our response to God‘s generosity.

2. We set aside at the start of the month what we feel we can give: “first fruits’.
3. We give in proportion to our income.

If we can secure our monthly giving at this point, we can build a stable future for our
church. | commend these three principles to you and give thanks for an already generous
church. Do take away one of our giving leaflets and pray about what you may be able to do.

May we end with this prayer: Heavenly Father, thank you for your abundant generosity. As
we consider giving today, open our hearts to be generous in response to Christ. Bless our
offerings to further your kingdom; strengthen us in our daily discipleship and guide our
church into an abundant future. For the sake of your kingdom, Amen.



