Hospitality — The hospitality of Abraham Genesis 18 1-15

This morning | would like us to consider and think about Hospitality. What comes to mind when
you hear the word hospitality, the first thing you think of?

e |t might be the hospitality industry; the bars, restaurants, hotels, hostels, tourist
attractions, theme parks and the like. The places we can go if we have the money to
afford them.

o |fyou take off the ITY and end up with hospital; those professional places that are here
to help people in times of need and distress and then by extension all those involved
with social care.

e |t may be closer and on a smaller scale; church lunches perhaps those times each
month the fellowship comes together with friends to eat.

e Or maybe times with family and friends who we invite into our homes or are invited by
someone else; small, private and intimate.

| did come across this anecdote.

A mother invited some people to dinner. At the table, she turned to her six-year-old daughter
and said, "Would you like to say the blessing?" "l wouldn’t know what to say," the girl replied.
"Just say what you hear Mum or Dad say," the mother answered. The little girl bowed her head
and with sincerity in her voice said, "O my God, why on earth did | invite all these people to
dinner? Amen"

Somewhat light-hearted but revealing all the same; what lies beneath the invitation that has
been extended; is it open or is there; pride, anxiety, advancement, increase to our social
standing? We may circle back to this, or not, something to mull.

What is hospitality for us as Christians, what are the biblical roots for this?

| found this definition. In the Bible, hospitality is the radical, generous welcome of outsiders, the
vulnerable, and strangers. Rooted in the Greek word philoxenia (literally, "loving strangers"), it
transcends casual entertaining. It is viewed as an act of worship where providing physical
provision and safety to others reflects God's grace. (repeat paragraph)

So, perhaps a good place to start with our biblical study is with our Old Testament reading from
Genesis, the three visitors that come to Abraham while he is sitting at the entrance to his tent.
What can we draw out for the passage that relates to hospitality?

First though. Claire mentioned this passage a few weeks ago in her mind-blowing sermon on the
Trinity. So, to briefly recap on what Claire said about this passage. She looked at God as being
participatory and then shared some thoughts about the Rublev icon. It being a picture of the
Trinity but it also being so much more. Itis called ‘The Hospitality of Abraham’. It depicts the
three visitors who came to Abraham to announce that Sarah would have a child. Claire
suggested that it was clear that this is a divine visit, whether of God in person accompanied by
two angels, or whether God in three persons, it’s not clear. But it is ‘the Lord’. Rublev depicts the



three visitors as sitting round a table and sharing a meal — one of the most intimate things we
humans do together. In the icon, Rublev has the three figures sitting in a semicircle and,
crucially, there is still space at the table. The space for a fourth; is the space for the creation, of
course, coming into being as a result of the generative love at the heart of the Trinity. And that
means you and me. ‘Space at the table’ is a phrase we use when we want to indicate that all
people are included. Everyone has a place at the table of the Trinity. In fact, God wouldn’t be
God unless there was space for us too.

| just share that section of Claire’s talk as a reminder of what is going on. But today | want to
focus on other aspects from the passage, what Abraham does. In middle-eastern custom, if a
stranger came to you, you prepared food and gave hospitality.

This is what Abraham does for his guests in Genesis 18, so what did Abraham do? | think there
are maybe half a dozen things we can draw out when thinking about hospitality.

e Abraham made his guests feel welcome.

o V2-3-Abraham set his guests above himself when he "Bowed low to the ground."
Hospitality involves more than a smile and saying hello, although that is a start.
Abraham asked them to stay. He greeted his visitors and made himself their
servant. I’ve often heard it said that we are a welcoming church and | think that is
true. My question would be; what happens beyond the initial welcome, how do
we continue to serve?

o Mark 10:45, where Jesus says "for even the son of man did not to be served, but

to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many."
e He refreshes them by washing their feet.

o V4 -Abraham being receptive to their needs. They will have arrived feet dirty and
hot. So, the offer to his visitors is something soothing and perhaps an
opportunity to heal.

o Echoes of John 13: 1-17 Jesus washing the disciples’ feet and the command to
wash each other’s feet. Now we don’t (often) physically wash peoples’ feet but
what can we do for visitors/strangers to help them to heal?

e He offered them rest.

o V4 - Abraham asked them to rest themselves under this tree.

o Onereason people may enter a church building is because they believe itis a
sanctuary from the outside world.

o Lifeis hard, and when visitors come through those doors, it could be for any
number of reasons. But, maybe at the root of it is that they hope they will find



comfort and rest from whatever ails them. How can we be sensitive to their
needs and offer them that rest and security?

e He gave them the best seat.

o V4 -Rest under this tree. Abraham was sitting at the entrance to his tentin the
heat of the day. Where is the coolest available space. Abraham moved after his
guests came so they could have a better seat

o Now I don’tthink we are a church where we reserve seats for ourselves but why
do we sit, mostly in the same place, and mostly with the same people. What
would we think if somebody came and sat in our seat. Don’t they know who sits
here! (is this a goldilocks and the three bears moment?!)

o Maybe reflect on the Parable of the Wedding Feast in Luke 14:7-14. "Best seat at
the table". Jesus teaches that seeking out the place of honour is a trap that leads
to embarrassment, and true greatness comes from humility and we invite those
who cannot repay.

e He energised them for the road ahead.

o V5-8-Let me get you something to eat, so you can be refreshed and then go on
your way.

o Three Seah’s of fine flour. Remember there are three visitors. Apparently, this
amount of flour equates to approximately 45 to 60 lbs of flour. This would give
enough dough to bake roughly 75 to 90 loaves of bread. On top of that he picked
out a calf to slaughter and cook; and remember, the Calf was "choice" He also
bought cheese curds and milk.

o This speaks of generosity, compassion and a willingness to share the best. Jesus
feeding the 5000 Matthew: 14 13-21. But it is not just about the immediate, the
things given are also to help with what lies ahead. In the next chapters of
Genesis things turn ugly. We do not know what is ahead for us; so, to love and
provide for strangers is the least we can do.

| think hospitality is basic to who we are as followers of Jesus and every aspect of our
lives can be touched by its practice. Think of using hospitality as a lens through which to
examine our home, our church, our jobs, our schools, healthcare and politics. If we look
through it do any of our current attitudes and practices look distorted? Do we include or
shut out strangers; people not the same as us?


https://www.bible.com/bible/compare/LUK.14.7-14

Now for sure our physical environment is important if the places we inhabit are to be
welcoming. However, it is relationships and attitudes that shape settings more than the
physical. | was drawn to and could not really get past the story of the sheep and the
Goats Matthew 25: 31- 46 “| was a stranger and you invited me in” (v35). “Whatever you
did for one of the least...you did for me (v40)”.

The challenge to me to examine my attitudes and practices wherever | am. Do | give the
invitation and say to the stranger — you are welcome and free to enter or have | set unnecessary
boundaries.

Perhaps some words from Henri Nouwen to finish. His book Reaching Out: The Three
Movements of the Spiritual Life.

Nouwen defines spiritual hospitality as the active practice of making room for others, allowing
them to exist as their true selves without fear of judgment, agendas, or conflict.

Three dimensions of his philosophy include:

Creating "Empty" Space: Nouwen argues that true hospitality is hot about controlling
the guest or inviting them to adopt your lifestyle. Instead, it requires the host to create an
open, non-judgmental environment. By removing our defences and our need to be
"right," we strip away the conditions that make strangers feel like enemies.

Hospitality vs. Conversion: Nouwen writes that hospitality is not a tool to change
people, but rather a safe space where meaningful transformation can happen on the
guest's own terms.

The Paradox of Poverty: He suggests that a good host needs a spirit of inner poverty.
When we have nothing to prove or defend, we can freely welcome others.

Hebrews 13:2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have
entertained angels unawares.



