
Sermon Sunday 28 June 2026 

Genesis 22.1-14, Matthew 10.40-end 

Jehovah Jireh 

Our story from Genesis this morning about Abraham nearly sacrificing Isaac is 

one I’ve avoided where possible.  Recently in one of our groups a participant 

announced loud and clear, ‘I don’t read the bible!’  Faced with this passage I can’t 

help but sympathise! 

The thought of murdering your own child is so abhorrent that it’s hard to 

understand why this account is in our scripture.  Not only that, but it’s been used 

by Christian thinkers over the centuries as an example of how the OT points to 

the NT, because here we have an anticipation of God the Father, like Abraham, 

sacrificing his son on the cross.  How might we feel about this kind of God?  On 

this latter trail, more recent theologians like Jurgen Moltmann, for example, have 

said that it wasn’t Jesus alone who was crucified, but also God the Father, because 

the Godhead dwelt fully in Jesus’ humanity.  So it wasn’t about God as a father 

committing the ultimate abuse. He was in the ordeal with him. 

How might we approach this text?  It’s a very ancient story, framed in a way that 

reflects people’s understanding of God at that time.  It would have been told many 

times before it was actually written down.  I wonder if it was partly repeated to 

keep the Israelites from following the religious practices of some of their 

neighbours who did offer human sacrifice?  Their God did not require this.  The 

God of Abraham, the founding father of the nation, stepped in before he could 

kill Isaac. 

Another approach is to acknowledge the importance of covenant in the bible.  A 

covenant is a binding agreement between 2 parties – such as a peace agreement 

between 2 warring countries, or that made when a couple marry or between the 

owner and the buyer of a piece of land or a property or between you and a 

service provider.  Put up your hand if you think you have a covenant with 

someone.  Each side makes a promise to keep the agreement.   

God made a covenant with Abraham , promising that he would have a son and 

that through his descendants all the nations of the earth would be blessed.  He 

trusted God’s promise and he did have a son, Isaac, even though his wife Sarah 

was past childbearing age.  God also made a covenant with Noah and with Moses.  

In each case both sides made a promise to keep their side of the covenant. 



Today’s account of Abram and Isaac was probably told and retold, not only to 

warn against human sacrifice, but as an example of how when God makes a 

promise we can trust that it will be kept even when everything seems to mitigate 

against it.  God can, and does, provide – Jehovah Jireh (a popular name for God) 

So I want to consider this text in the light of how God provides not only for 

Abraham, but also us by providing a way of enabling his covenant promise to be 

kept. 

Abraham had only the one son. You may remember that Ishmael, his other son 

by the slave woman Hagar, was banished into the wilderness, as Claire described 

in her sermon last week.  Without Isaac the future that God had promised that 

Abram’s descendants would be as many as the grains of sand upon the seashore 

could not be realised.  That was the promise that God had made.  So, how could 

God keep his side of the covenant at the same time as apparently wanting 

Abraham to sacrifice his son and heir? 

Abram loved this son – it says that in our reading this morning.  Yet he was ready 

to sacrifice him.  Perhaps he was influenced by the religious practices of 

surrounding tribes.  Perhaps He wanted to offer his God the ultimate sacrifice.  

Yet, paradoxically, he nevertheless trusted that God would provide some way 

out, given the covenant they had made. 

That’s Abraham.  So, what about us? I want to suggest that the equivalent for us 

of a precious only son we are tempted to sacrifice today is our planet the earth.  

And, as is often said, it’s our only planet.  There is no planet B.  And the extreme 

heat we have experienced this week is one of many signs that we are holding the 

equivalent of a knife over it.  Like Abraham, we hover with the knife, knowing 

that this action will have devastating consequences.  We love the earth and yet 

we are slow to respond to the biggest crisis of our time.  Why are we holding 

that knife over the very thing that sustains not only our lives but the lives of those 

coming after us?  We may shudder at the thought of child sacrifice, but on our 

current trajectory, like Abraham, we will be sacrificing our descendants, our 

childrens childrens children..  There may not be any on a planet that becomes 

more and more inhabitable for human beings.  

But, Jehovah Jireh God provides.  Let’s see how this happens for Abraham.  As 

he hesitates with the knife he’s reminded of how much this covenant relationship 

with God means to him, even more than his precious only son.  (If we were 

framing this story today it would probably be in the form of an inward dialogue 

between Abraham and God – ‘Can this really be what God wants me to do….etc’) 



At the same time it’s as though he catches more than a glimpse of mercy in this 

God.  Then something else catches his attention - the ram caught in a thicket.  

Maybe the ram had been there a while, and perhaps he’d noticed it, but now he 

actually sees it, and most importantly, it confirms this very early insight in this 

ancient story of a God who is merciful, who shows covenant love, rather than 

one needing to be appeased regularly with the ultimate sacrifice. 

The ram catches Abraham’s attention.  He cherishes it as a sign of Jehovah Jireh, 

the God who provides.  He sees a way out.  He doesn’t sacrifice Isaac.   

I wonder what might be our equivalent of that ram.  How might Jehovah Jireh, 

the God who provides, be drawing our attention to ways in which can avoid the 

ultimate sacrifice – our common home, the earth? 

We have the resources of our faith. 2 in particular – in the very beginning when 

God created the earth he called on human beings to tend it.  He didn’t call on us 

to exploit it to the very brink of extinction, to sacrifice it.  Then in Christ he 

chose to live, die and rise again on the earth in order to save not only human 

beings, but the whole created order.  So, again, why would he want us to sacrifice 

it?  He’s on our side as we work to protect the earth.  So, that’s one ram in the 

thicket that we might notice. 

Then another, paradoxically is the heatwave we’ve been enduring.  This has given 

us the opportunity to talk to one another about climate change.  Those 2 words 

may crop up regularly in our news, but we’ve got used to hearing them and they 

may seem rather distant from us – happening elsewhere.  Also, there are signs 

that globally there is increasing resistance to keeping the climate crisis high on the 

agenda.  There are other issues that seem more immediate, more threatening.  

When, however, we find ourselves staying indoors with windows closed and 

curtains drawn for much of the day (and it’s still stiflingly hot), when our children 

can’t attend school all day because the classrooms are too hot, or, as I discovered 

yesterday, our trains are having to slow down to 20 mph in places because the 

rails are too hot at 40 degrees, we can open up conversations that include climate 

change.  How is the heat affecting you?  How do you feel about it?  Just talk to your 

neighbour about what it’s been like for you.  What adaptations might we need?  Are 

we keeping pace with the rate at which our planet is warming?  We need to talk 

to one another in order to collectively recognise our dilemma.  That’s another 

ram in the thicket from Jehovah Jireh. 

Then the third ram is noticing and then connecting with other people who share 

our concern.  This isn’t something we can face alone.  In this church we have a 



team that meets regularly to agree actions we can take to reduce the amount of 

carbon going into our atmosphere.  That’s why we now have a heat pump, and 

use biodegradable products and why we include an eco suggestion in our weekly 

mailchimp.  The eco team welcomes anyone with a heart for the well being of the 

earth.  They draw support from a national body called Green Christian.  Belonging 

to Green Christian keeps us informed about what’s happening nationally and 

globally.  We have copies of some of their material at the back.  They produce an 

amazing monthly prayer guide which does just that and which you can access 

online or have printed out.  I’ve put a copy on the lobby table.  If it interests you 

and you’d like a paper copy, but don’t have a printer, let me know and I’ll print 

one for you. 

So, Jehovah Jireh – God does provide us with ways of ways of avoiding sacrificing 

the earth we love.  And like Abraham, we’re more likely to spot that ram when 

we glimpse God’s compassion for us.  It’s up to us to seize the opportunity and 

to take action.. 

And, actually, it probably is worth reading the bible! 

 

Christine Bainbridge 


