
1. Please tell us what you do in your job 

Priya – health care assistant with elderly dementia patients 

Mary – proofreader and copyeditor for academic publications, also recently for research 

centre in Qatar, Center for Conflict and Humanitarian Studies  

2. What led you into this kind of work? 

Priya – tried different jobs but most enjoys giving care. Very rewarding especially when 

patients get better. Kindness and caring helps people to get better. 

Mary – I edited a linguistics book for my PhD supervisor back in 2013; her co-author in 

Germany started passing my details to colleagues. I now have clients all over Europe in lots 

of different subjects, but especially linguistics and anthropology. 

3. What gives you joy in your work?  Please give us some examples 

Priya – seeing patients get better and go home. Patients coming without any package of 

care, and being able to send them home with the support they need. 

Mary – getting to read all sorts of interesting things I wouldn’t read otherwise. Helping non-

native speakers improve their English, working for a journal that helps African scholars to 

publish their work. 

4. What are some of the challenges you face?  (examples, please) 

Priya – confused patients with dementia, abuse from them, biting, hitting, punching, 

patients with mental health issues, end of life patients and their families. Work balance with 

family life. 

Mary – managing workflow. Working from home to support my older daughter who is 

autistic – can be very unpredictable depending on her needs, whether she’s able to attend 

college, etc. Always on call which can make it hard to concentrate. 

5. I know you are friends and support each other as working mothers.  Tell us how this 

came about and share some of the ways you help one another. 

We met at church but really got to know each other through St John’s café. Esther and Alina 

were babies together and we became very good friends. We’ve supported each other with 

childcare and school runs ever since. Family group chat where we can say what we need 

help with, then we help if we can. We don’t need to feel bad asking because it works both 

ways.   

6. What difference, if any, does it make being a Christian in your job? 

Priya – being a Christian helps me to be loving, caring – working in a very challenging 

environment, understanding and forgiving people when they’re aggressive or challenging 



Mary – I don’t see my clients face to face so it’s very different – people need support with 

their writing, or they panic over a deadline, or need help with their English in a way that isn’t 

too critical. Doing the job well, but it’s also how you behave towards people, even online. 

7. Do you face any particular challenges as a Christian? 

Priya – work environment – not everybody believes (staff and patients). Fitting in with non-

believers. It’s difficult because you can’t talk about faith in the work environment unless the 

patient talks about it first. 

Mary – not directly, but a lot of what I read is quite challenging. Reading about colonialism – 

often very critical of missionary and church involvement in indigenous communities. Willie 

Wimmera book – part of the same picture and has been quite challenging. 

8. How might the church support you as a Christian in your work?   

Mary – Work can be quite isolating but the church gives me a place to go – popping into café 

on a stressful morning, seeing people in the community, helping to organise Forest Church.  

House with expandable walls – people coming and going. Newtown has a really strong 

community and St John’s is at the heart of that.  

Priya – In our lives we are facing many challenges with work and families and we can ask the 

church to pray for us, or someone might come to us and ask if they can pray for us, and that 

gives us peace in our heart and lifts us up spiritually. Hearing other people’s stories or stories 

from the Bible and how God has helped other people makes our faith stronger. 


