
Racial Equality : Is it Respected and Appreciated? 

Mark 12- 28-34 and Leviticus 19: 33-34 

 

The one thing that is a guarantee when considering racial equality is that 
there isn’t an adult, who doesn’t have a view about it, being indifferent, 
uncomfortable thinking about race, feeling discussion is overdue, or the 
time for talking is over. As Bono,U2’s singer and a political activist,  once 
said, maybe there’s  too much talk. 

In looking at Race Equality I will cover this through the three areas, outlined 
by Rutger Bregman ( a historian ). when he  gave a set of lectures last year. 
In the first lecture , he quoted his father, Kees Bregman, who is a minister. 

Kees Bregman’s quote was  “that any sermon divides into three parts , 
Misery, Redemption and Thankfulness” 

I will leave it to you to decide whether any sermon you have heard or will 
hear fit into the outline from Pastor Bregman. 

It is always a difficult place to be but I will begin delving into how Misery fits 
into considering Racial Equality. 

You may be aware of the film – 28 Years Later : The Bone Temple : Fear is 
the New Faith.  

I am taking the strapline Fear is the New Faith , as the jumping off point. 

It may not be as drastic as that but there is an element of fear which drives 
both the barriers to race equality and the expectation and hope of those 
looking to reach a state of racial equality, which will hopefully be shown 
throughout this sermon. 

There is anxiety and distress on both sides of this debate – one side 
believing that the matter should be put to bed and the history cannot be 
redrawn and there is no place for recompense for the slave trade for 
example. A recent survey of Anglican church goers , saw 61% of those 
surveyed, would choose to redirect donations to other charities if the 
Church Commissioners earmarked money for reparations. This scheme 



aims to invest £100 million  in communities affected by historic 
transatlantic slavery. This is part of the Church of England’s wider initiative 
to address its historic ties to the slave trade. 

A separate poll of 500 Anglicans found that 81% said money donated to the 
Anglican Church should be used to support local parishes with 19% seeing 
reparations as a priority.  

The MP Katie Lam  believes that the scheme proposed by the Church 
Commissioners for reparations was in  her words “divisive” as the slave 
trade was “hundreds of years ago and all the victims are long dead”, which 
“embeds a narrative of victimhood that many black people rightly hate”. 

Some of you went to see David Olusoga, when he spoke in Reading in 2025, 
about the absence of particular events from  British history. 

 I believe that he would share the views of Dr Mary Frances Berry, Professor 
of American Social Thought, History and Africana studies, who having 
discovered that Rosa Parks’ place and activism after her bus protest was 
under threat of  being erased in American Schools and Colleges, feared 
that this was the thin edge of the wedge.  

Dr Berry said “ Downgrading her life to the singular moment of resistance 
allows America to avoid confronting the other causes she worked on later 
in life, which could be seen as divisive. Today, schools can’t talk about 
racial issues in any way.” 

Dr Berry believes that the era of anti-diversity in the United States has led to 
the banning of books and the removal of any recognition of anything black 
people ever did. 

 

I could just stop there accepting that dealing with this is a major challenge 
and beyond all of us , we have struggled with this for hundreds of years and 
although we have made some progress, the next steps are too much. An 
example of the brick wall, we have hit is the different reactions to England 
male footballers failing in penalty shoot outs ( I had to have football in here 
at some point.) 



 

Stuart Pearce and Chris Waddle missed penalties in 1990 and Gareth 
Southgate missed  his penalty in 1996 in international competition penalty 
shootouts.  

Although they received abuse in the tabloids, they subsequently had a deal 
with a mainstream pizza company in relation to their mistakes. 

 I don’t think that a similar deal will come the way of Marcus Rashford, 
Bukayo Saka and Jadon Sancho. Even if it did, it would not ease the insults 
and racial abuse they copped as a result of missing penalties in the 
European Championship final in 2020.  

It is unfortunate that the one of the few tangible  equalities  between the 
men’s game and the women’s game in international football is the racial 
abuse given to Jess Carter during the European Championships in 2025, 
when she felt that she couldn’t leave her hotel room for fear that the online 
racial abusers could be waiting near the team’s hotel to hand out more 
abuse. 

 

We have reached a point where those who have the power, know what 
should be done but want to hold on to the  power and keep those they  have 
power over where they are. A slightly more positive scenario is that we 
know what to do but don’t know how to get the job done.  

Another way of expressing this is in the words of a Polish writer who said, 

 “ The most difficult thing  to find is the way to the signpost”  

The recognition that there is something wrong is the first step on the 
potentially long road to Redemption, which is the middle part of the 
journey. 

The view that racial equality can be progressed by redemption by making 
reparations has been expressed by many people as indicated above. A 
regular and vociferous speaker on this subject is  Dr Robert Beckford. 



Dr Beckford has repeated his argument that the current state of actions by 
churches does not represent true reparation, as it driven by those who have 
benefitted from the slave trade which consequently  maintains the existing 
power structures. He believes that only when the tables have been turned 
and consideration and action on reparations is taken by the victims can 
true reparations be possible. 

Money and land can be part of the redemption process but it can be said 
that through Jesus, there is redemption for us all. We acknowledge this by 
being here for Communion. It is possible that not everyone feels that they 
are seen, heard and valued as despite the ultimate sacrifice on the cross 
and its meaning that all are welcome, regardless of colour, creed or 
historical background. 

I was grateful for Kai (from University of Reading’s Christian Union) 
reflection on the need for the Christian gospel to be declared across the 
University when he spoke last Sunday morning.  

It reminded me that on account of the turbulent time for those who don’t fit 
a certain look, belief or historical background who are being oppressed by 
authorities and individuals fostering an aggressive nationalistic identity, the 
message of the Christian Gospel needs to be dispersed across the UK and 
beyond. 

In order to be part of the good fight against the creeping nationalism , the 
passage of Mark 12; 28-34 , should form part of our armoury. 

The passage says, “ One of the scribes came near and heard them (the 
Sadducees ) disputing with one another, and seeing that he answered them 
well, he asked him, “Which commandment is the first of all?” 

Jesus answered, “ The first is “ Hear O , Israel , the Lord our God, the Lord is 
one, you should love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your 
soul, and with your all your mind and with all your strength .” The second is 
this “ You should love your neighbour as yourself, there is no other 
commandment greater than these.” .  Then the scribe said to him “You are 
right , Teacher, you have truly said that “ he is one, and besides him there is 
no other, and to love him with all your heart and with all the understanding 



and with all the strength “, and” to love one’s neighbour as oneself “ this is 
much more important than all burnt-offerings and sacrifices.” 

When Jesus saw that that he answered wisely , he said to him, “ You are not 
far from the kingdom of God’ . After that no one dared to ask him any 
question. 

When I read this passage as part of my preparation, I imagined the scribe 
was at first, an historic equivalent of  a comedy club heckler or a meeting 
disrupter. He had seen Jesus deal with the Sadducees but thought , I have 
got this in the bag, I will show there is nothing to see here, I will  bring him 
down and I will be the hero.  However, Jesus was quicker and turned the 
situation around and the scribe got the message. 

 

So, how do we to bring the message into this day and age, Revd Mandy 
Ralph, a Scottish Minister,  asked the question – can we wholeheartedly say 
that there is love for our neighbours, irrespective of who they are? 

The resounding answer is a clear “No”  in certain quarters, the rise of “ 
Christian Nationalism “ which says that any link  to multiculturism , 
weakens the Christian “brand”. Is a worrying and common example of a 
lack of neighbourliness, 

So how do we turn this around ? As indicated , we are told to love our 
neighbour, but the real question put forward by the scribe or lawyer, who is 
my neighbour? Rev Ralph came to this conclusion ;  Our neighbour is the 
person in need; our neighbour is anyone needing our help. It is possible 
that the lawyer might have expected Jesus to say that your neighbour is 
your best friend or a fellow Jew. Jesus, wanted to widen the scope and 
meaning of neighbour to include anyone who needs help, assistance or 
guidance. 

 

This is also the message of Leviticus, chapter 19,  vs 33-34, which says 
“When a stranger sojourns with you in your land you shall not do him 
wrong. You shall treat the stranger who sojourns with you as the native 



among you, and you shall love him as yourself, for you were strangers in the 
land of Egypt” 

Billy Bragg, musician, political activist and theologian, commented that  
Make America Great Again supporting Christians, dismiss empathy as a sin 
and then argue that non-white immigration is a means of undermining 
Christian civilisation. Bragg sees this view as shameful and hypocritical 
and declares that God is pretty clear on the issue of migrants. The extract 
from Leviticus is representative  of the true Christian spirit. 

 

In continuing  to address the issue of migrants and refugees , Refugee 
Action  UK, who look to make refugees and asylum seekers welcome in the 
UK ,in relation to the news revolving around ICE agents in America are 
outraged by these actions seeing it as a “tragic reminder of how easily 
people can be de-humanised , villainised and scapegoated “ 

People have lost lives , blood and tears have been shed in the struggle for 
race equality and justice and with the injustice seemingly never ending,  

It is not unreasonable  to ask “ What is there to be thankful for? 

 

Refugee Action UK see hope in the darkness because brave people refuse 
to stay silent in the face of anti-refugee rhetoric and using the national flag 
as a cover for anti-immigration discourse . An advocacy group called Hope 
Not Hate campaign nationally against the politics of racism and fascism. 

I also see hope in ways that are less life  threatening but equally important, 
more relevant representation in our arts and media. 

Bernadine Evaristo, who recently spoke at the University of Reading in 2025 
during Black History Month said this in support of a campaign to increase 
the range of texts studied at GCSE in schools“ The argument for a more 
diverse reading list is not an argument against the tradition, a common 
assumption and attack point from naysayers, but rather , it is an argument 
for both books that reflect our multi-racial society and those that are rooted 
in its literary history” 



 

Despite a predictable opposition by certain MPs, the faces and voices we 
see in public life , in our councils, in the British Parliament, in our national 
sport teams and in all parts of our media is beginning to reflect the diversity 
in the UK. There is still a long way to go but the battle has been joined and 
to quote The Smiths “ There is a light that never goes out”. 

 

I will end with lyrics from Kae Tempest’s followed by a quote from Bertrand 
Russell, a British philosopher . The final quote will end where I started with 
comments from Rutger Bregman’s parents passed on to Rutger Bregman , 
all of which give me hope and thanks for what lies ahead. 

People’s Faces by Kae Tempest 

Cause I can see your faces 

There is so much peace to be found in people’s faces 

 I saw it roaring  

I felt it clawing at my clothes like a grieving friend 

It said “there are no beginnings  

Until everybody sees that the old ways need to end” 

But it’s hard to accept that we’re all one and the same flesh  

Given the rampant divisions between oppressor and oppressed 

But we are though 

More empathy, less greed , more respect. 

The quote from Bertrand Russell is “Love is Wise , Hatred is Foolish “ and 
finally the life teaching passed on to Rutger Bregman by his parents was 

“Compassion does not stop at the border of family or nation” 

Ian Maynard 

8 February 2026 


