
 1 

St John & St Stephen’s Church, Orts Road, Reading, 1st February 2026, Candlemas 
Luke 2:22-40, The Presentation of Christ in the Temple 

Let there be light! 
 

The theme this morning is light. There is light in each of those pictures! Simeon said that the baby would grow up to 
be a light for the whole world, Jew and Gentile alike.  What are the first words that God speaks in the Bible? Yes – 
‘Let there be light!’ (Genesis 1:3) Much later in the bible, in the first letter of the apostle John, in the NT, we are told 
that ‘God is light and in him there is no darkness at all!’ (1 John 1:5). There is something about light that is the 
essence, the nature of his character, of who He is. Not just, God shines a light, but God actually is light.  
 
Right now, we are in the season of light, Epiphany, which is a Greek word meaning shining. Let’s think of it as the 
season of shining, of brilliance! At this point in the year, halfway between Christmas and Easter, we are at 
Candlemas, the Feast of Lights, just as Christmas is the Feast of Christ. We can see the days getting longer, dawn 
coming earlier and dusk later, the worst of the darkness of winter is behind us and spring and summer are on the 
way. The progression of the church’s year is echoing, reflecting the change in seasons. The liturgical colour is white, 
yellow or gold so as to be in harmony with that theme.  
 
In another gospel, John, we read that ‘The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world’ (John 
1:9). Jesus said of himself, ‘I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but have the 
light of life’ (John 8:12). That takes us right back to the first words God speaks in the scriptures: Let there be light! In 
the Genesis account, that light, spoken into existence by God, lights up the world, pushing back the darkness: and 
now we meet that Light as a Person.  
 
The invitation of Candlemas is to celebrate that light, to rejoice in it and to recognise that the Light is a Person, the 
Christ. I wonder is there any darkness in you, in me, that needs a door opening and light coming in? Something 
uncomfortable that’s hidden? Fear? Pain? Disappointment? Self-doubt? Anger? Unforgiveness? A sense of 

unworthiness? Perhaps we feel overwhelmed by the darkness of much of the news. We can allow the Light in. 
Allow Christ in.  
 

Richard Croft 

 
 

 

 


