
Luke 2:8-20 – A Christmas Gift 
Holy Communion, Christmas Day, 25th December 2025 

Happy Christmas everyone!   

Time of gifts.  How many people had a stocking?  (Some adults seem to grow out of this.)  How many 

people have opened their presents already?  How many people are into delayed gratification, and will open 

their presents later in the day?  (Or just like their sleep, and only got up in time for this service…) 

One of the reasons we give presents at Christmas is that there are gifts in the Christmas story in the Bible.  

The picture above is a cribset made of folded paper.  We used to send out a figure every year, and make 

our friends work for their Christmas greetings.  On the left are the wise men, who came bringing gold, 

frankincense and myrrh.  At least one of the carols we sing at Christmas carols has the shepherds giving the 

baby Jesus a lamb: ‘If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb.’  Though this is not mentioned in our 

reading.   

There is another reason.  Which is that Jesus is God’s gift to us, to all people.  At that first Christmas, God 

gave his Son to become a person, a baby.  God would be with us.  Do you know the It was his way of 

showing us what he was like.  God come to be with us, Emmanuel. 

A couple of weeks ago we had a church lunch.  Rachel was organising it, and when I asked her what we 

were having, she said, ‘chilli’.  Which is short for chilli con carne.  This name come from the ingredients: 

chilli, the hot red spicy things, and the Spanish con Carne, which means ‘with meat’.  Which was interesting, 

as the dishes prepared for the church lunch had almost no chilli in them, and did not contain meat.  But it 

made me think about the word, ‘carne’ – meat.  It’s the same as we have in our word describing what 

happened at Christmas, ‘incarnation’.  Which is, literally, putting into meat.  We usually say ‘flesh’ rather 

than meat, God became flesh, or took on flesh, or was embodied in flesh.  Think about it next time you 

have a ‘chilli’.   

This incarnation, was a huge gift to us.  But it was quite well hidden at the time.  Born in a small little village 

in the shadow of Jerusalem.  Born in a stable area, used for keeping the family animals.  Born to some 

pretty normal people, who were away from home.   

It so happens that I have a huge gift with me here.  Well, at least a fairly big one.  I wonder if someone 

would help me open it?  What is inside it?   

It is an apple seed.  I think you might be disappointed if that was inside one of your presents.  Especially if 

the present was deliberately mis-wrapped to make you think it was going to be something big and exciting.  

In fact, I did think the children here might feel a bit cheated, so I have some sweets for them. 

A seed is something that has potential.  This could be planted in your garden, grow into a big apple tree, 

and keep you supplied with amazing apples for years to come.  But it does not look much now.  Tiny and 

brown.  I had to put it in a little container to make sure we did not loose it in the box.   

God’s gift to us at Christmas is a bit like this.  It does not look much.  It was hidden.  It took years till people 

understood it.  And it takes years for us too to get to know Jesus, to appreciate who he is and what he is 

showing us.  But the chance is there for us to know him.  We just have to take it.  And it is an amazing gift.   

Jeremy Thake, St. John & St. Stephen.   



Luke 2 
The Shepherds and the Angels 
8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 Then an 
angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 
10 But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all 
the people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This 
will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ 13 And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
 
14 ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’ 
 
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go now 
to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.’ 16 So they 
went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17 When they saw this, 
they made known what had been told them about this child; 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20 The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 

 


