Epiphany 2A. 18.01.26 St John and St Stephen’s Reading Isaiah 49:1-7 & John 1: 29-42

to whom you owe your Christian faith, humanly speaking? Obviously, there’s a divine cause —
God has called you and chosen you to bear good fruit in the world and to bring him glory. But who was it
that got you started on the road to faith in Christ, from a human point of view? If your faith story is anything
like mine, it will contain a number of people who helped you in the journey. Maybe it was your parents, your
grandparents, a sibling who you looked up to, a Sunday school teacher, a friend or neighbour. Maybe you
were formed by the Christian ethos in your primary school and songs and stories that stuck with you.

Of course, many people come to faith later in life. If that’s you, maybe it was through the witness of a friend
who prayed, maybe a spouse; or through something that went wrong in life you started to wonder about
eternal things. Some people have dreams, or read a book and get thinking. We all come to faith in different
ways. For Dr Sharon Dirckx it all started at university when she encountered the Christian Union and found
that asking questions is okay. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z-zseXAvB1k&t=369s

Today we see how the first followers of Jesus began their discipleship journey. What can we learn from it?

Firstly, John the Baptist plays a big part. He has consistently pointed to Jesus as being more important than
him. The writer of John’s gospel illustrates this very clearly in our passage this morning. And of course we’re
still in Epiphany, so we’re still reflecting on how the glory of God is being revealed, uncovered, bit by bit to a
wider and wider audience, not just the people of Israel, but far beyond.

The beginning of our Isaiah passage also shows this radiating out of the message: when we read ‘Listen to
me, O coastlands, pay attention you peoples from far away...” we can count ourselves as being addressed
here. Even in Isaiah, all those 100s of years ago, the remit of God’s grace was not just national, but global.

And John the Baptist plays his vital part. The writer of John’s gospel has John the Baptist explain twice that
following Jesus is the next step now that the Baptist’s ministry is complete. As he sees Jesus pass by, John the
Baptist declares, ‘Look! Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world....| came baptising with
water for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.” The sign that this Jesus was the Messiah was that
the Holy Spirit would descend on him and rest on him — then John would know that this was the one for
whom he had prepared the way.

And his declaration about Jesus gets through. In our gospel, two of John’s disciples, on hearing that here is
the Lamb of God, start to follow Jesus. John’s great gift was his willingness to become less significant so that
Jesus could become more significant. I’'m sure this would have come at a personal cost to the Baptist — to see
your followers, the ones that have hung on your every word - transfer their loyalties to another. But it is the
next stage.

John understood this personally and theologically. One of the densest little sentences you’ll come across in
John’s gospel (if you’re learning Greek) is verse 30 (slide) ‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me
because he was before me.’ | guess the translators of the manuscripts had fun with this — it literally means
‘After me comes a man who before me has become, because prior to me he was’. John knows that Jesus is of
an entirely different order to him — that’s why elsewhere he says he is not worthy to untie the straps of his
sandals.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z-zseXAvB1k&t=369s

Epiphany 2A. 18.01.26 St John and St Stephen’s Reading Isaiah 49:1-7 & John 1: 29-42

(Slide) John knows that Jesus has come on the scene after him; however, he is ‘before me’ (that is, he is more
important) because he pre-existed. There’s a play here on adverbs —it’s a wonderfully rich declaration of
faith. John the Evangelist doesn’t want his readers to be in any doubt here — this is not another wannabe
Rabbi, who'll get some followers, die and be forgotten; this Jesus is the real thing. This Jesus is the chosen of
God — he is the Logos of God, the one through whom the universe came into being, the one who dwells
amongst us “full of grace and truth’.

And so with this declaration, John the Baptist’s ministry comes to an end, and two of John’s disciples start
following Jesus. We know that one was Andrew. He immediately goes and gets his brother, Simon, who will
be Peter the rock on which Christ builds his church. Imagine if Andrew had been unwilling to share his
newfound faith in Jesus. Imagine if he hadn’t brought Peter to Jesus. | like to think that in some way we’re
collaborating with Jesus when we share our faith with someone else. You are probably in church because
someone else introduced you to Jesus. What a vital thing to do.

We see here a natural sharing amongst peers, which is the fastest way to spread the gospel. The influence of
a peer who knows God and lives a life that points to him cannot be underestimated. One of the most
efficient ways the gospel is spreading at the moment, with a reach that far outweighs the efforts of the local
church, is via football. Let’s hear from 24 year old Bukayo Saka.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZhTPh6IPn-4

So in this reading we have the very first followers of Jesus sharing with each other these life changing
encounters they were having with this man that John the Baptist pointed them to.

Jesus turns, and sees the two men (Andrew and maybe John?) following him and asks that all important life
question: ‘What is it you seek?’ They want to know where he’s staying/resting (same word for the way the
Spirit rested/remained on him at baptism). He simply answers: ‘Come and see.’ They go to see where he is
residing and stay there for the rest of the day. It was clearly all that was needed for them to become life-long
disciples.

We end with that same question: who got you started on the Christian journey? Who are you connected to,
in terms of peers, that you could share the gospel with? Could you say to someone ‘come and see’ and invite
them to church?

As we continue in Epiphany, may this be a season of invitation — we might be surprised at how the gospel
message catches light and starts to spread.

Let us pray.

Lord, may | catch a renewed glimpse of the light that streams from you, the Light of the world.

May | be guided to those ones you are calling to yourself, that | might share the good news and trust you for
the outcomes.

And may our church be somewhere that people want to remain with Jesus, that we might fulfil our calling
here in Newtown, and beyond.

Amen.
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