Remembrance sermon 9" November 2025: Chris Alcock.

Remembrance this year has focused on the 80" anniversary of the end of the Second
World War with services and events attended by the royal family — mainly because there
are a few veterans still alive who remember the ending of hostilities in Berlin and in the
far east.

May 8" 1945 saw the surrender of German forces in Berlin: peace returned to Europe
after 6 bitter years of bloody conflict. Then on August 15", after the controversial
dropping of two atomic bombs, Japan finally surrendered to US and British forces. It was
a turning point in world History.

Memories of VE day

e Jose Kennedy- dancing in the garden

e Jose‘s husband- planes flying over

e Chris Smith- Hearing the announcement on the radio, Co-op at Cemetery
junction union flags flying everywhere

e March through Reading by British and American forces

e Sense of life returning to normal - streetlights on, no Blackout after 6 years of
war.

e Marion Harwood- in Hambleden nr Henley, no young men in the village.

On what became known as VE and VJ Day, in London, crowds celebrated wildly for 2
days. Even Princess Elizabeth, our late Queen, managed to escape from the confines of
Buckingham Palace and join in incognito. Churchill made his famous speech: ‘we will
allow ourselves a brief period of rejoicing’, on the 8" May, because the war in the far east
continued.

In our church we are fortunate to have a few members of our congregation who can
remember VE Day itself.

As we recall these vivid memories we are reminded that remembrance is not just
about the past, but how we live in the present and our hopes for the future

Victory in 1945 saw tyranny of fascism defeated, but the joy of victory quickly gave way
to a new reality. The war had left nations in ruins; millions had died or been displaced.
Neville Chamberlain, Churchill’s predecessor, who had resigned ignominiously after
disastrous attempts to broker peace with honour, made this prophetic comment in
1938:

‘In war, whichever side may call itself the victory there are no winners, but all are losers.’



Ironically, it was Berlin that became the fulcrum of distrust and the Cold War between
the Soviet Union and the western allies, resulting in the construction of the Berlin Wall
and the division of Germany; leading Churchill to say, ‘an iron curtain has descended
across the continent.” More of that later.

Both the USA and the Soviet Union entered a race to develop nuclear weapons. A new
dark shadow of annihilation hung over the world. Servicemen returning from the war
found it hard to fit into civilian life again. In Britain, rationing continued until the 1950s.
Other conflicts developed in the far East, Korea, Vietnam, the Middle East. The stability
of the world in the second half of the last century looked precarious.

So, as we reflect on historical events since VE and VJ Day,although we give thanks for
those who fought and died to deliver us from the evil of the Nazi regime , we are brought
back to a sad, painful truth: that faith in weapons or ideologies never delivers lasting
victory or peace. As psalm 33 says

No king is saved by the size of his army, and a horse is a vain hope for deliverance

Instead, we look to the carpenter from Nazareth, whose recipe for victory was
unorthodox to put it mildly- sacrifice, surrender and submission, even death on the
cross as a common criminal. The Roman Empire and the Jewish leaders brutally
executed him. The disciples and his followers dispersed, their dreams of Jesus bringing
a triumphant victory over the Roman Empire and a new messianic reign in tatters.

On the evening of the day of Jesus’ resurrection two disciples walking to Emmaus, felt
lost, defeated, and hopeless; they still thought that Jesus was going to be the one who
redeemed Israel and delivered them from Roman oppression.Coincidentally it was on
that on that very route in 167BC Judas Maccabaeus had defeated the Hellenistic army
which had led to the liberation of Israel, an event celebrated in the Jewish festival of
Hanukkah. Jesus patiently takes the time to explain why the messiah had to suffer and
die for victory to be won.

Let’s turn now to not just our reading but other moments where Paul wonderfully gives
us insight into what Jesus’ death and resurrection means for us. In Philippians he vividly
reveals God’s secret plan to redeem us and the astonishing submission of Jesus to the
horrors of the cross

He humbled himself and became obedient to death -even death on a cross!
The result?

God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name above every name, that at
the name of Jesus every knee should bow.

This same example of humility and sacrifice can be seen in so many stories of heroism
in war, yet Jesus'victory as we see in 1 Corinthians is Paul teaching the slightly wayward



Corinthian church the importance of Jesus’ resurrection, encouraging them and us to
look forward to the time when one day we will all be reunited in Christ: both those who
have died and those still alive. At the return of Christ, Paul’s imagery is dramatic, the
sound of a trumpet, the sudden change ‘twinkling of an eye’ as we change from mortal
to immortal.

As an English teacher, | am always intrigued not just by the key meaning in literature ,
but the methods used to convey it- and Paul here goes into overdrive. Any GCSE English
students or teachers will instantly spot the plethora of rhetorical devices used. He
balances pathos and logos perfectly. His excitement and enthusiasm here is explosive,
powerful: rhetorical questions; personifying death in a mocking tone, escalating
dramatically with an outburst of joy.

“Where, O death, is your victory?

Where, O death, is your sting?” !

The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God! He
gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.’

So, although Remembrance is a solemn season, and rightly so, let’s take a moment to
reflect on VE and VJ Day, remembering that Victory for us is hot some fleeting, passing,
transient emotion —it’s the wellspring of three enduring qualities that the Holy Spirit can
bestow upon us:

Victory leads to:
Joy. Gratitude. Hope.
Firstly: JOY—

The images of those celebrating in London on May 8", 1945, on those 2 delirious days
convey unshackled, unconfined joy, that finally the horrors of war were ended. It was
the same on 11" November 1918 after the so called ‘war to end all wars”.

Yet we know that these wonderful moments were sadly temporary, as 2 atomic bombs
were dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, bringing victory but also ushering in the
nuclear age.

Our joy, by contrast, continues daily, the joy of Jesus being alive; victory isn’t some dry
piece of boring doctrine to say each week in the creed, it’s to live in now, to raise us too,
our hopes, our dreams. Our joy is solely based upon what Jesus has done, and we are
called to live in his victory; a victory not based on triumphalism, but based solely on
surrender, sacrifice, and submission to the will of the Father.

How do we experience joy in difficult times? Perhaps lingering on God’s promises, and
focusing on what Jesus has done for us.

Secondly Victory leads to..


https://biblehub.com/niv/1_corinthians/15.htm#footnotes

GRATITUDE

But thanks be to God! Paul’s heartfelt thanks to God is also a realisation that there is an
ultimate victory over death and the hope of a new age.

Just as we give thanks for all those who made the ultimate sacrifice, we are called to live
lives of gratitude. The bravery, skill, and selflessness of those who died for freedom and
delivered us from evil, should motivate us to fight for a better world.

But how? The main weapon we can use is invisible, powerful, efficacious. Whether we
use italone orin a group. in 2 Corinthians Paul speaks of prayer as a weapon that can
demolish strongholds and bring others to faith. Witness the upsurge in young people
owning to faith. These are results of years of persistent persevering prayer.

A great example of how prayer brought deliverance was the national call to prayer at key
moments. The miracle of Dunkirk is attributed to this as king George VI called for a day
of prayer. Unexpectedly the weather changed: the calm sea allowed the little ships to
take off over 300,000men from the beaches, whilst the weather prevented the Luftwaffe
from flying. Similarly, just before the D Day invasion, a storm blew up which delayed the
landing. Again, the national prayer beforehand played its part, and the weather abated
enough for the Normandy invasion fleet to sail. What would happen today if King
Charles declared a national day of prayer | wonder?

Nothing is more encouraging than sharing stories of how God answers prayers, or to ask
for prayer from others, to pray for others, then hearing how God has answered.
Perseverance in prayer brings in God’s kingdom. It ism rooted in Jesus’ victory.

Take time this week to ask for prayer, offer to pray for someone else, and know that
prayer does change things.

Perhaps at the end of each day just reflect on three things you were grateful for.

Finally, Victory leads us to ...

HOPE-Paul ends by exhorting us to stand firm and to ‘give ourselves fully to the work of
the Lord’.

On 9™ October 1989, in the then East German city of Leipzig, thousands gathered at St
Nicholas’ church to pray for peace, ignoring death threats and armed police, to march
against the communist regime. Yet years before a prayer meeting had been set up, and
the numbers of those weekly meetings had gone up to 8000.



As the march progressed that night, East German officials said they were ready for
anything, but not candles and prayer- they didn’t know what to do when faced with this
‘weapon’

A month later, and today is the 36" anniversary, the stronghold that was the Berlin Wall
was demolished, signalling another victory, a victory through power of peaceful protest
and prayer.

Therefore let’s try not to let ourselves be subsumed by our hardships, the crises in the
world, and feel hopeless. We are called to lift our eyes to the future, to the certain hope
of the Last Trumpet and the New age when Jesus returns. In the meantime we are called
to pray for peace in our world, to share the good news, to fight for justice, to bring in the
kingdom.

This week, live in the joy of Jesus with you, listening to you. Give thanks for his provision
and answered prayer. And keep your eyes on Jesus, remembering that one day we will
‘all be changed’ and see him face to face.

John Wesley the founder of Methodism sums it up well:

Do all the good you can,
By all the means you can,
In all the ways you can,
In all the places you can,
At all the times you can,
To all the people you can,
As long as everyou can.

Amen



