Sermon for Trinity 17. St John and St Stephen’s Reading. 12.10.25

Luke 17:11-19. On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between Samaria and Galilee. As he entered a
village, ten men with a skin disease approached him. Keeping their distance, they called out, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy
on us!” When he saw them, he said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they were made

clean. Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice. He prostrated himself at
Jesus’s feet and thanked him. And he was a Samaritan. Then Jesus asked, “Were not ten made clean? So where are the other
nine? Did none of them return to give glory to God except this foreigner?” Then he said to him, “Get up and go on your way;
your faith has made you well.”

God is for the outsider.

We’ve been preaching our way through Luke’s gospel for a while now. You may have noticed that
out of all the gospel writers, Luke is often at pains in his gospel to highlight the universal nature of
the Good News of Jesus —it is, literally, for all people.

One way Luke highlights this is to introduce normally overlooked characters whose responses to
God’s call are particularly noticed; people like once barren Elizabeth; people like young Mary with
no real power in the world; people like Simeon and Anna, elderly and confined to the Temple;
people like Zacchaeus, a hated tax collector. The list goes on.

Similarly, in our church life, it’s good for us to hear the voices of those we don’t normally hear
from. It is a feature of groups, that there emerges a dominant cultural voice — this is the central
influence; it is to be expected. And then there are voices from the edge. They may see things
differently. They may be more prophetic. They may say hard things. How can we make space for
these voices, as Jesus made space for Zacchaeus, the hemorrhaging woman and, as we heard just
now, the ten despised lepers.

So Luke is the one who particularly champions good news for all. This is not tribal, but universal.
It’s still very relevant today as we see the rise of tribalism under the banner of the English flag. At
best this is a nostalgic longing for a past where everyone felt they knew their neighbour, and their
neighbour was white, just like them.

At worst, rallying around the English flag can involve a thinly veiled call for exclusion of people who
are deemed to be outsiders; immigrants, refugees, people whose ancestry is non-White, people
who are ‘not really English’. Appropriation of the Christian cross for this cause is not the Jesus way.
It's more likely to be Christian Nationalism, and Christian Nationalism is an oxymoron.

Meanwhile, in the text, Jesus is on his way to Jerusalem, and he passes through the region
between Samaria and Galilee. In other words, he comes to a border land area, between two
places. Jesus often inhabits liminal (in-between) spaces and he calls us to do the same. In between
spaces are places where faith is possible, where the action of God may
break in, where you’re between two worlds, as it were.

Maybe you’re in an in between place yourself, in a season of change, on
the border between what you have known, and what you don’t yet
know. This could be due to uncertain health, aging, moving jobs, taking
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up a new course or post, facing a new challenge or facing up to something that’s gone wrong.
These borderlands are where our faith is particularly tested — where our faith can either stagnate
or grow. Be encouraged that the borderlands are Jesus’s speciality. You can be sure to find him
there, watching out for you, inviting you, surprising you, calling you, waiting for you.

So here is Jesus, journeying through the borderlands between Samaria and Galilee, heading from
life to death, as it were, on the way of the cross. Heading towards death and thence to life, so that
we could have Life.

And he encounters ten lepers. For cultural, religious, social and hygiene reasons, they keep their
distance. This is not going to be one of those miracles where Jesus touches people, where hands
are laid on someone to make them clean. Keeping their distance, the lepers call out, addressing
Jesus as Master — a term normally reserved for disciples: “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!”

It is enough.

Jesus first response is “Go and show yourselves to the priests”. ‘And as they went’ (we read) ‘they
were made clean’. It’s all very practical. The priests will rubber-stamp their entry back into the
religious life of the community; they’ll become full members of society again, and they’ll return
with joy to their families. Job done.

As dramatic shows of miraculous power go, it’s all a bit low key. But that’s not the end of the
story! Because there’s always another part to healing, and that’s what’s going on on the inside.
It would seem that only one of the healed men had any internal response to what had happened
alongside the physical healing.

One of the ten saw that he was healed, turned back and fell at Jesus’ feet. And Luke (of course)
reminds us that he was a Samaritan. Here Luke uses a megaphone, in case we need one, to say
‘the right response towards Jesus is often made by the ones you didn’t expect — the surprising
ones, the lowly ones, the ones you’d forgotten to count, the ‘foreigner’, the outsider.

In fact, the very people that the organizers of the infamous rally in London want to exclude.

In assessing the meaning behind its being the foreigner who recognizes Jesus, Hispanic theologian
Eric Barreto writes: ‘decrying the presence of outsiders in our midst leads us to miss a critical
theological insight. The outsider can approach the grace of God in a particularly insightful way, a
path of insight that may now be lost to many of us (...)The outsider is a reminder of the pain of
displacement...the outsider (reminds us) that God’s grace will not abide by the arbitrary lines we
draw between ourselves and others’ (www.workingpreacher.com with some changes in italics)

Have you felt like an outsider? God is for the outsider — so you might even come to see your
outsider status as an advantage.


http://www.workingpreacher.com/
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| feel proud to live and work in a City of Sanctuary that welcomes refugees from all over the world.
In this Black History month, I’d like to end with an inspiring example from our
own town of someone who came to this country as an outsider, a foreigner,
and whose courage and perseverance brought her to a happy position of
influence just recently. This is Dr Alice Mpofu Coles, our new Mayor.

She arrived in Reading in 2002 as a refugee from Zimbabwe, having served as
“ a diplomat in Mozambique and former Yugoslavia.

* She then had to rebuild her life in the UK, working hard in a sandwich factory,

as a cleaner, a carer for the elderly and disabled, then qualified as social
worker, before studying for a doctorate in Human Geography at the University of Reading and
building a career in academia.

Having been supported by Reading Refugee Support Group herself, she became the Chair of the
charity and has dedicated her time to advocate for refugees now as a trustee of City of Sanctuary. *

God is for the outsider. Jesus especially noticed the response of an outsider and Luke shows us
that the outsider has a unique openness to the ways of God that insiders may have lost. May we
have the grace to hear the voice of the outsider among us.

Thanks be to God.

*As reported by Reading University at https://www.reading.ac.uk/news/2025/University-

News/Community/University-researcher-becomes-Mayor-of-Reading
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