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Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16; Lukel4:1, 7-14
Sit down at the lowest place

| want to focus today on these words, ‘When you are invited (to a wedding feast), go and sit down at the
lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may say to you, “Friend, move up higher”; then you will be
honoured in the presence of all who sit at the table with you.” (Luke 14:10). Roger Schutz was a Swiss
Protestant Pastor who felt a call to prayer and the monastic life — something which didn’t exist within his
denomination. In 1940, after the start of WW2, he cycled from Geneva to Taizé, a small, poor village in
Burgundy, France, just south of the line of demarcation from the zone occupied by Nazi troops. What kind
of crazy idea was that?? We might think of that as the lowest place’. He worked and prayed there with his
sister, Genevieve, helping ferry Jewish and Christian refugees from occupied France into Switzerland. He
had to leave in 1942 as someone tipped the Nazis off, but he returned in 1944 to form a small community.
This developed its own rhythm of prayer and song, slowly growing, adding both protestant and catholic
brothers. In the 1960s young people began visiting, and Taizé became a place of pilgrimage for young
people from across Europe and the world, simply to pray together and live in peaceful community.
Honoured by Popes, other Christian leaders and world leaders, his life embodied today’s text: ‘When you
are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may say to you, “Friend,
move up higher”; then you will be honoured in the presence of all who sit at the table with you.’” Brother
Roger’s life ended 20 years ago in August 2005 when a mad person stabbed him during evening prayer. His
legacy lives on.

2 weeks ago, a small group of 6 — me, Stephan, Anton, Livia and 2 others left early in the morning, thanks
to Chris Meunier’s kindness and his 7-seater car, to travel to Dover and then onward via Calais and Paris to
Taizé, to spend a week under canvas in simplicity, prayer and community. I'd like Anton and Stephan to
come and tell us about their experience!

- Interview -

Thanks so much, Anton and Stephan. Pope John Paul |l visited Taizé in 1986 and said this: ‘One passes
through Taizé as one passes close to a spring of water. The traveler stops, quenches his thirst, and
continues on his way. The brothers of the community, you know, do not want to keep you. They want, in
prayer and silence, to enable you to drink the living water promised by Christ, to know his joy, to discern his
presence, to respond to his call, then to set out again to witness to his love and to serve your brothers and
sisters in your parishes, your schools, your universities, and in all your places of work.’

All of this flows out of one man’s obedience to a call to go and occupy the lowest place. Not just the lowest
place, but the craziest place. Out of that has flowed something which has reached out and deeply touched

two teenagers — and | know has touched others here this morning, including me. | wonder how this speaks

to us? | wonder what the call of Christ is to each of us?
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