St John & St Stephen’s Church, Reading, 6" July 2025, Trinity 3, All-Age Communion
Luke 10:1-12, 17-20: Spread the news!

Did you tune in to the gospel reading? What was it about? — shout out!

Yes, it was about Jesus commissioning 70 people to go off ahead of him in pairs and spread
the good news of the Kingdom of God in the towns and villages. It has that fairly well-
known verse in it, ‘The harvest is plentiful but the labourers are few’. In other words, plenty
of people out there to welcome into the Kingdom, but not so many to tell them about it.
The 70 were to have almost nothing with them ‘no purse, no bag, no sandals’, they were to
wish ‘peace’ to each house, to heal the sick, to preach the kingdom of God, and shake the
dust off their feet as they left if their message was not accepted. Well, | wonder how that’s
sitting with you? | wonder what sort of sermon you’re expecting? A guilt-inducing belter of
a sermon to get out there and have awkward conversations with people about Jesus?
Someone once said, ‘Christians and non-Christians have this in common, we all hate
evangelism!’

Well, let’s see if we can land this. Firstly, and coincidentally (but there are no coincidences),
I’'m struck that Jesus sent 70 people out. And roughly, on average, there are 70 or so people
in our church on a Sunday morning. So maybe that can help us hear this passage to us as:
‘The mission of the 70 at St John’s!’. And I’'m wondering, what would our message be to
someone we meet, someone we know already? A message that’s simple, that brings peace,
and is above all, honest, not contrived.

Here’s a question to ponder, to help us find what our message might be: What do you like
about church? What keeps you coming? What is it about about being a Christian? Keep it
simple! It might be as simple as, it’s my family; | love the music; | love to sing; church is a
happy place; church is somewhere | can weep; or it might be a more faith based: | love the
sense that God is with me; | think Jesus was an amazing person and | try to follow him; or
perhaps, I’'m not sure about faith at all but coming to church just feels good, — | don’t know,
there are so many answers. Have a think about what your answer, or answers, might be.

OK I'm going to do something which | know can be a bit awkward, but we’ll do it anyway!
Get into groups of about 4 and share what church or faith in Jesus means to you.

Would you like to share some of what came up?

Lovely, lovely answers, thank you. You know, | don’t think we’re necessarily called to go and
press the gospel — you know, Jesus died for our sins — on everyone we meet. But it might be
good to have some really simple and honest, ‘this is how it is for me’ answers up our sleeves
like the ones we have shared. We could even add, ‘why don’t you come and see?’. You
never know what might happen! That would be a great response to today’s gospel. Amen!

Richard Croft
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