“In here and out there.”
Pentecost 08.06.25. St John & St Stephen’s, Acts 2:1-15 & John 14:8-17.

It’s a big birthday today — the birthday of the Church —and we’re celebrating the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit that kicked it off. We’re celebrating Pentecost.

| wonder where you are on a scale of 1-5 where 1 is “I've never heard of the Holy Spirit” and 5 is “I couldn’t
be a Christian without the Holy Spirit”? (see first slide).

As a short introduction I’'m going to look at some basic points about the Holy Spirit and then go on to offer
two ways we might experience the action of the Holy Spirit today.

So firstly, some important points to take from our readings.

e Jesus saved the best till last!

e He said he was going away and that he would send the Spirit a short time after that.

e He physically left his disciples at his Ascension, but this wasn’t the end of the story.

e Pentecost was a Jewish Festival where people from all over the world came to Jerusalem to
celebrate.

e What the disciples thought would happen when the Spirit was poured out is unclear.

e He said they would be ‘clothed with power from on high’ and that the Spirit would be with them for
ever.

e They were obediently waiting in Jerusalem, as he told them to; praying and worshipping together &
expectant.

So now to think about birthday gifts.

There are many gifts of the Holy Spirit, but I’'m going to talk generally about two precious truths concerning
the Spirit — one internal (‘in here’) and one external (‘out there’).

The first internal gift:

The continual gentle presence of the Spirit in everyday life.

God is continually with us, even when it feels like he isn’t. Many people have witnessed to the apparent
absence of God, including the writers of the Psalms, and even including Jesus (“My God, my God, why have
you forsaken me?”). But God’s promise is that the Spirit is continually with us, and in us: ‘Il will ask the
Father, and he will give you another Advocate to be with you for ever (...) He abides with you and will be in
you’ (John 14: 16-17).

We often miss the sense of God’s presence because we’re looking for something large and loud that will
sweep us off our feet. But the Spirit of God is closer to us than we are to ourselves. The Spirit indwells us,
so he (she/it) is working through our humanity. The Spirit knows we are often frail. The Spirit is described
by Elijah as a gentle whisper, or ‘gentle blowing’, or a ‘still small voice’ (1 Kings 19:11-13). That’s the sort of
presence that Jesus promised his disciples, and that’s the sort of presence we can know when we are filled
with his Spirit. The Spirit doesn’t advertise itself because its job is to point to Jesus.

If you’ve attended church for any significant amount of time, you will know all this. It’s the living practice of
discerning the gentle voice that is more challenging. Are you getting to know that gentle voice in your
everyday life? Have you had an ‘ahal’ moment, of love, gratitude, need to help, a sudden awareness of
peace?



“In here and out there.”
Pentecost 08.06.25. St John & St Stephen’s, Acts 2:1-15 & John 14:8-17.

That is probably the Holy Spirit right there. Cultivate the recognition of that voice by not being too busy.
Cultivate it by withdrawing from the pace a bit and finding time to stop and listen. Cultivate it by not being
anxious about being alone. Cultivate it by being real and not pretending. Are you able to spend quiet
moments at the end of the day reviewing where the Spirit has been present? The more space and time we
give the Spirit, the more we can recognise his/her presence in our daily experience.

So the first big birthday gift is ‘in here’.
The second big birthday gift is that the Spirit is in ‘out there’:

The Spirit is engaged in the unexpected, uncontrollable action of God bringing in the kingdom.

In the later part of the Acts reading, Peter refers to the prophet Joel, from the Old Testament, who
declared ‘In the latter days (that’s the time between Christ’s first and second comings) | will pour out my
Spirit on all flesh’ (Acts 2:17; Joel 2:28). No longer is the Spirit limited to being given to a few special ones,
like Jesus, Mary and John the Baptist; now anyone who calls on the name of Jesus has the Spirit.

Where do we see the action of the Spirit today? We can be sure that wherever goodness, kindness,
patience, courage and love are active in the world, that’s where the Spirit is. But there’s more. Some
commentators think that there’s a ‘Quiet Revival’ underway in Europe. Two years ago a British writer
called Justin Brierley wrote a book called The Surprising Rebirth of Belief in God: Why New Atheism Grew
Old and Secular Thinkers Are Considering Christianity Again.

This roughly coincided with some high-profile intellectuals giving credence to the Christian faith and
suggesting that the Western imagination is still saturated with the echoes of something radical in the life,
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. These figures include the controversial psychologist Jordan
Peterson, the historian Tom Holland and the former New Atheist and activist Ayaan Hirsi Ali.

Statistics have indicated that there’s a stronger spiritual hunger amongst Gen Z (born 1996 onwards) than
in previous generations. SPCK has reported that sales of bibles (especially to young men) have increased
87% since the pandemic, and church attendance is also on the up. In France over Easter weekend a record
17,000 people were baptised, over a third of these aged 18-25.

Other notable cultural moments that may have been inspired by the Spirit are Coldplay’s global
performances of their song WE PRAY featuring the Palestinian singer Elyanna — and Stormzy’s headlining
Glastonbury in 2019, singing ‘Blinded by your Grace’ and publicly dedicating his whole set to God in front
of 200,000 young adults, whilst his mum prayed for him.

A young Welsh author called Belle Tindall, who works at the Centre for Cultural Witness, shared recently
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hV8tmdOshKc&t=874s that she was phoned up by a Sky journalist
and asked this question: ‘What on earth is going on with Christianity at the moment?’ Apparently the Sky
journalist had noticed that people all around her seemed to be re-thinking their former rejection of the
Christian faith.

Another female journalist, Lamorna Ash, was similarly bewildered when two of her best friends from
University became Christians at the same time, in a striking departure from their former atheism. This
prompted her to undertake a long project for the Guardian during which she attended church in order to
research what it might take for her to become a Christian. Three years and one newly published book later,
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she is still a staunch church-goer and fascinated by the way in which something that’s powerful and active
(maybe the Spirit?) is influencing people to explore the deeper meaning to life. Her book is called Don’t
forget we’re here forever: a new generation’s search for religion. She’ll be speaking at Greenbelt this year.

The Holy Spirit is at work ‘out there’ in the world, then - perhaps in ways that seem strange to us, certainly
through people who may not claim to be orthodox followers of Christianity. | hope we have our eyes open
to these cultural moments. They might be easy to miss if we’re still acting and thinking as though
Christianity is dying and scarcity is the Church of England’s only model. As the song puts it ‘we need
another Pentecost’!

If Gen Z are as open to faith as the statistics suggest, someone has said that the stance we might need to
adopt is going to be less ‘it was better in the good old days’ and more ‘how do we steward all this
abundance?’ If there is some sort of awakening, it’ll be messy. It’ll give us things to navigate we haven’t
navigated before. It’ll cause us to break out of our shell and take note of a new generation of seekers
asking us to give a reason for the hope that’s within us. That’s something to be hopeful about and to look
out for, and to pray into.

So the Spirit is both ‘in here’ and ‘out there’: God has got bases covered!

Let us end in prayer, asking God to send us the Holy Spirit for our personal renewal, the renewal of the
church and the spreading out into the world of the Good News of Jesus Christ. Amen.



