John 20:19-31: Doubt

Holy Communion, Easter 2, 27th April 2025

We are in the Season of Easter, the second Sunday in Easter, and our reading is the from John. Chapter 20
John’s Gospel are the resurrection appearances of Jesus in Jerusalem.

Jesus appears to the disciples inside a locked house, locked because the disciples were afraid of what the
Jews might to do them. But Thomas was not there, and he refuses to believe that Jesus is alive unless he
sees it for himself.

But the next time Jesus appears to them, a week later, Thomas is there.

[The Incredulity of Saint Thomas] | took this picture at the National Gallery this week. There are numerous

classical pictures on this subject, all called The Incredulity of St. Thomas. This one is by Guercino, from
1621

It is not Jesus who gives the name Doubting Thomas to Thomas. In fact, Jesus is gentle with him. He invites
him to fell the wounds in his hands and his side.

Others had doubted too. In our Easter Day reading, last week, when the women came back having found
the tomb empty, and having been given a message by angels, it was said of the disciples that ‘these words
seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them.” Luke 24:11. Though Peter did run to the
tomb to have a look.

When Jesus starts talking to the two disciples he met on the road to Emmaus, after the crucifixion, he
responds to their anxiety over the events of the previous days by saying, ‘Oh, how foolish you are, and how
slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared!’ Luke 24:25.

But Thomas is just given a chance to come to terms with the resurrection, to get his faith in place. After
touching the wounds, he says to Jesus, ‘My Lord and my God!’, and Jesus replies, ‘Have you believed
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.’

Thomas does not appear a lot in the gospels. He is listed in all the gospels, but he only speaks in John. And
when he does, he seems to be something of an Eeyore.

In John 11, the disciples are wary of going back to Jerusalem because of the opposition to Jesus there, but
Jesus tells them they need to go back because of Lazarus’ death. Thomas says, ‘Let us also go, that we may
die with him.’

When Jesus says to the disciples, “if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come again and will take you to
myself, so that where | am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the place where | am going.’
Thomas responds, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?’ John 14: 3-5.

They all doubted. And with some reason; it is hard to believe the apparently impossible. But Thomas was
honest about it.

Doubt is normal. Scepticism is pretty healthy, actually. If you believed everything you were told, your bank
account would probably be empty. Itis good to think about what we are told. This is particularly true in
matters of faith, where you find people telling you that God has said this, that or the other, with apparent


https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/paintings/guercino-the-incredulity-of-saint-thomas

absolute certainty. Sometimes they are right, but sometimes they are misleading you. Jesus himself tells
us to ‘Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves.’

Faith is not certainty, or very rarely so. In Hebrews 11 is says ‘Now faith is the assurance of things hoped
for, the conviction of things not seen.” It is not fake news or alternative facts, but an alternative
interpretation. It is seeing a meaning in the world that is not immediately obvious, but one that has been
revealed to us by Jesus

And of course, we might be wrong. Perhaps after death there is nothing. But, having seen the sense in the
things that Jesus said, having sometimes sensed Jesus presence with us though the Holy Spirit, having seen
Jesus in other people, | do believe.

[Doubting Thomas] This is a modern drawing called Doubting Thomas, by Jessie Boston. It is shocking in
some ways, showing the brutality of the crucifixion in the marks it left. Our belief is in the love of Christ,
who suffered this for us. Just like parents will love children whatever, whatever they do, whether they turn
away or go away, they are still beloved children. And we are still loved by God.

Traditionally, Thomas is said to have established churches in southeast Turkey, and to have taken the
gospel to India. Which is a pretty good record for a doubter.

Jeremy Thake
St. John & St. Stephen.
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John 20

Jesus Appears to the Disciples

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be
with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when
they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so | send
you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’

Jesus and Thomas

24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So
the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, ‘Unless | see the mark of the
nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, | will not believe.’

26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors
were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas,
‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but
believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ 29 Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.’

The Purpose of This Book

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. 31
But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that
through believing you may have life in his name.



