The Last Supper in Pencil

A Treatise
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Please be seated

Heavenly Father,

As we reflect on this picture of the Last Supper, open our hearts to Your Word.
May this image remind us of Your love and inspire unity and grace in our lives.
In Jesus' name, Amen.

Good Evening.
This evening I’'m going to talk about, and share some thoughts, on the Last Supper
picture that can be seen on the wall by the sound desk.

Thank you Claire for allowing it to be on display over the past year, it has brought me
comfort seeing it each Sunday, and | enjoy studying it.

I hope you all take the opportunity to look at it carefully over Easter, and reflect on its
meaning for you.



W,

StJohn
St Stephen’s

There are many depictions of the Last Supper. Now we may be familiar with the
stylised works by Leonardo da Vinci or Salvador Dali*, or classics like the Juan de
Juanes (Juan-nes), set in what appears to be a grand palace, or on a higher plane of
some other existence. These are all rather grand images showing opulence and
wealth, probably far from the truth.

It is believed by some, that the Last Supper took place at a structure on Mount Zion
in Jerusalem. In his Biblical Archaeological Review, Bargil Pixner claims the
original site is located beneath the current structure of the Cenacle on Mount
Zion._Pixner, Bargil (May—June 1990). "The Church of the Apostles found on Mount
Zion”

*At my confirmation my Gran gave me a mounted print of the Dali Last Supper (I
wonder where that is these days?).


https://web.archive.org/web/20180309011150/http://www.centuryone.org/apostles.html

The last Supper, Bushnell 1979
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When mum passed away last year, and we were clearing out the house, | saved this

picture of the Last Supper. It hung in our dining room, but | never really studied it until
recently.

The picture is drawn entirely in pencil and it was given to mum back in 1979 (either as
a Christmas, or Birthday present, or both as they are very close together) by good
friends of hers, a Mr and Mrs Bushnell. They were a lovely couple who used to
babysit for us. | believe the picture was drawn by their son.

| can clearly recall mum being absolutely thrilled to receive it, and it took pride of
place in the dining room, above the fireplace, and remained there for the rest of her
life, another 45 years or so.
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If I may, | would like to say a few words about mum’s faith. She first found church at 4
years old after being invited to go to Sunday School by the Sunday School teacher.
She initially went to a Methodist Chapel but then soon moved to St Neot Church, in
the Cornish village of the same name. In 1962, then, after a brief spell in Ealing
London, the family moved to Oxford and we went to All Saints Church for many years.
Mum finally went to St Andrew’s church in Old Headington, the church at which she
had a Requiem Mass for her funeral, and where her ashes are interred.

Mum’s faith was as devout and strong as anyone | know. She held different offices
such as Sidesperson, Church Warden, and in charge of flowers, even vicars would
confide in her and ask her for advice. She collected many religious items such as the
Icons that were on display last year. Her faith was that important to her that she would
regularly go on local day retreats, and take pilgrimages to Walsingham.

She hosted house parties at various festival times, her Candlemass gathering was
well known, and well attended.

Mum'’s faith was also important to me as she laid the foundations for my own faith,
and she served as a Christian role model, | too went to St Andrew’s for a while where
| was a novice bell ringer. | hope | honour her faith in my day to day life.



Referring back to the second slide which showed various Last Supper pictures,
Mum’s has none of those sort of settings. There is no gradure, no opulence, and no
wealth on show.

Here we see Jesus with only eleven disciples, I'll come onto that later..

They are in what appears to be in an open room, possibly an upper room of a stone
built house, or over stables,

| think it is an upper room as there is a rough, uneven, wooden roof above them. It is
a simple room with very little in the way of furniture or comforts.

Behind them we can see a cloth sheet attached to the walls, this even covers what
appears to be a shuttered door or window, on the right.

What purpose is this cloth?
Could it be to just shield them from drafts, or possibly to restrict anyone outside
seeing the light from their lamps. These were dangerous times for the followers of

Jesus.

Let us look a little deeper into the image.



The Characters: Jesus
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On the right of the drawing we have Jesus at the head of the “table” as you'd expect,
in the act of breaking bread.

The bread in the Last Supper holds a deep spiritual significance in Christianity. When
Jesus broke the bread and gave it to His disciples, He declared, "This is my body,
which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me" (Luke 22:19)

Nearby there is an amphora, this could have contained wine, maybe it would have
been poured into the small bowl or Chalice that is on the table, in front of Jesus.
When Jesus took the cup and gave it to His disciples, He said, “This is my blood of
the new covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins”
(Matthew 26:28).

These declarations are made today at each communion.

Those acts symbolised His impending sacrifice on the cross, where His body would
be broken, and his blood shed, for the salvation of humanity.



The Characters: The Disciples
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Around Jesus we have the main body of the disciples, there are eleven of them
shown here.. Note that they are all sitting, or leaning fairly low towards Him. They
appear to be listening intently, captivated by His every word.

They are dressed in simple clothing, cloaks wrapped around them, and wearing
traditional headdress.

Apart from Jesus we have no idea who is who, but, in the whole image | think we can
positively identify one disciple.



The Characters:
Simon Peter
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At the other end of the scene, there is that one figure, head and shoulders above the
rest kneeling upright.

| believe this is depicting Simon Peter.

Jesus called Peter the "rock" on which he would build his church, making Peter the
first among the Apostles. In Matthew (16:18-19), Jesus says:

"You are Peter, and on this rock, | will build my church... | will give you the keys of the
kingdom of heaven.”

It is important, despite his prominence, to reflect on Simon Peter’s own frailty. We
recall how he betrayed Jesus when he was later challenged by a servant girl.

| believe Bushnell put this emphasis into the drawing on purpose to reflect his
importance.



Alpha to Omega.
Linking the past with the future
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Looking closer into the picture, at each end we can see two small trivets or tables,
one in front of Jesus and the other in front of the presumed Simon Peter, again could
this be indicating his importance?

As mentioned previously, the one in front of Jesus has the small bowl or chalice.
However, they both have what looks like wafts of smoke rising above them.

Again | am making assumptions here;

We never truly find out what became of the gifts given to the infant child by the Magi,
however, there are several theories and traditions about their fate. The gold (or any of
the gifts) could have been used to pay for travel, food, & lodgings etc especially
during their flight to Egypt, or later to support his ministry. Myrrh could have been
saved until his death and resurrection.

But | like to think this is incense or rather the Frankincense and Myrrh, cherished
since birth, and used at special times during that ministry such as we see here, the
Last Supper.

Claire has kindly allowed me to burn some Frankincense & Myrrh incense sticks
during our communion tonight and | have more with me if anyone would like some.
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And then there were eleven
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Some depictions of the Last Supper show all twelve disciples, others only show
eleven, as does Bushnell’s drawing.

In John (13:30) it says “As soon as Judas had taken the bread, he went out.”

So, in this depiction are we at, or just after, that critical moment? Jesus is still breaking
bread, but one disciple, presumably Judas, cannot be seen, maybe he has already
left.

However, as | alluded to earlier, could he still be here, but looking back towards the
group? Are we, perhaps, in Judas’ shoes looking in with him?

So at this point are we to reflect that there is a little bit of Judas in all of us? In a sense
there probably is; a reminder of the human tendency to falter or act out of selfishness,
| know | have denied my own faith at times, depending on the circumstances and
company.

But this story also invites us to reflect on grace and forgiveness and the opportunity,
through the Last Supper and the sharing of the Bread and Wine, to repent of our sins
and join in the Glory of our Lord. Perhaps we can hold this image in our minds, and
see ourselves as disciples — like the ones in the drawing — as we gather around the
Table’.

Thank you. Amen



