
Luke 13:1-9: Patience 
Holy Communion, Lent 3, 23rd March 2025 

A tough reading.  Pilate, the Roman Prefect of the province of Judea, had killed some Galilean pilgrims 

while they were making sacrifices.  Pilate was a callous ruler, frequently offending the Jews by his actions, 

and brutal in the way he put down trouble.  He was eventually recalled to Rome because he was too heavy 

handed in his handling of a rebellion in Samaria.   

Last week Claire was talking about Herod, who Jesus called ‘that fox’, plotting to kill Jesus.  He was also a 

violent despot.  It was a brutal time. 

It still is.  Violence continues today, in Gaza, Sudan, Ukraine, many places, driven by wicked men 

unconcerned by the death of innocent people as they pursue their own power.   

I find it surprising that Jesus does not respond first with sadness at the event.  Or at least that is not 

recorded.  Perhaps it was all too common.  But maybe he had been told the story in a way that implied that 

those who had been killed deserved it.  What he does do is to pick up that issue.  ‘Do you think that, 

because these Galileans suffered in this way, they were worse sinners than all other Galileans?’  Jesus often 

seems to take the conversation in a way that makes people think, that is challenging.  No, they were not 

singled out for punishment.  God did not allow Pilate’s actions because these Galileans were especially bad.   

And what about accidents, when no-one in particular is to blame?  When the tower of Siloam collapsed, 

killing eighteen people (presumably by the Pool of Siloam where the blind man was healed in John 9:7), 

again it was not because they were worse than other people.   

We do have a tendency to try and see patterns in events.  To think that people get what they deserve.  

There must have been some reason.  If we can see a reason, then maybe this is less likely to happen to us.  

It unsettles us to think that things happen randomly.   

The converse of this is that when we do suffer, people want to know why.  Why did I deserve this illness?  

What did I do to make this accident happen?   

As I may have mentioned maybe once or twice, we worked in Nepal for six years.  Most of our neighbours 

were Hindus.  Hinduism has a neat explanation for suffering.  What happens to you is a result of your 

karma, what happened in a previous life.  So basically, you deserve it.  You are paying the price for earlier 

misdeeds.  While there is a logic to this, it was also a burden; it would take many, many lives to redeem 

your karma, and there was no real certainty you were going in the right direction.  One of the releasing 

parts of the gospel, Good News for Nepalis, was that, in Christ, you could be forgiven, now.   

The Bible refutes looking to events as a result of people’s actions.  So, the message of the book of Job is 

that Job was not responsible for his suffering.  Jesus says here that events do not point to some divine 

retribution on evil doers.  Things happen.  Sometimes it is due to the action of wicked men, but sometimes 

it is just natural events.  The sun shines, and the rain falls, on the evil and the good (Matt. 5:45).  Put in a 

more humorous way: 

The rain it raineth on the just,  

And also on the unjust fella; 

but mainly on the just because 

The unjust steals the just’s umbrella.  Baron Charles Synge Christopher Bowen. 



It is not an easy explanation.  But it does seem to be the way in which Jesus approached what happened in 

the world.   

Jesus responds to the news of the Galileans’ death by turning the thinking that suffering must have been 

deserved on its head.  No, if they deserved to suffer, so do you.  ‘Unless you repent, you will all perish just 

as they did.’  Again, a provocative answer that makes his hearers look at themselves, rather than judging 

others.   

[Parable of Fig Tree, Luken] But then Jesus softens this message with a parable.  There is a fig tree in a 

vineyard which is unproductive, leaves but no fruit.  The owner wants to cut it down, because it has had 

three years and done nothing.  But the gardener asks for it to be left for another year, so he can look after 

it and manure it, and see if it will bear fruit.   

[Port Jackson Fig Tree, Rees] As with the gardener and the fig tree, Jesus can see the potential in you.  With 

a bit of care, and time, and attention, and his green fingers, he knows that you can grow, and bear fruit.  

The fragility of our lives is a prompt to seek a deeper relationship to him.  The suffering we see in the world 

should prompt reflection.  A turning to him.  But he is patient.  He comes to us gently, helpfully, offering 

love and help.  He is reluctant to give up on us.   

Jeremy Thake 

St. John & St. Stephen.  
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Luke 13 
Repent or Perish 
At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had 
mingled with their sacrifices.  2 He asked them, ‘Do you think that because these Galileans suffered in this 
way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans?  3 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all 
perish as they did.  4 Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—do you 
think that they were worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem?  5 No, I tell you; but unless you 
repent, you will all perish just as they did.’ 
 

The Parable of the Barren Fig Tree 
6 Then he told this parable: ‘A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it 
and found none.  7 So he said to the gardener, “See here! For three years I have come looking for fruit on 
this fig tree, and still I find none.  Cut it down!  Why should it be wasting the soil?”  8 He replied, “Sir, let it 
alone for one more year, until I dig round it and put manure on it.  9 If it bears fruit next year, well and 
good; but if not, you can cut it down.”’ 
 

Isaiah 55 
An Invitation to Abundant Life 
Ho, everyone who thirsts, 

come to the waters; 
and you that have no money, 

come, buy and eat! 
Come, buy wine and milk 

without money and without price. 
2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 

and your labour for that which does not satisfy? 
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 

and delight yourselves in rich food. 
3 Incline your ear, and come to me; 

listen, so that you may live. 
I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 

my steadfast, sure love for David. 
4 See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 

a leader and commander for the peoples. 
5 See, you shall call nations that you do not know, 

and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 
because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, 

for he has glorified you. 
 
6 Seek the Lord while he may be found, 

call upon him while he is near; 
7 let the wicked forsake their way, 

and the unrighteous their thoughts; 
let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them, 

and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord. 
9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 

so are my ways higher than your ways 
and my thoughts than your thoughts. 


