Who’s Calling?

9 February 2026 Isaiah 6.1-8, Luke 5.1-11

Both our readings this morning feature people who heard God (Isaiah) or Jesus (Simon
Peter) calling them. This morning I'd like us to look in more detail at what that might
mean.

An absolute base line, if you like, for Christians is that we are called to follow Jesus; all
of us are called to do that. How it plays out in individual lives will of course vary
considerably. Isaiah, is reckoned to have been a priest, or to have come from a priestly
family, he had access to the king, he was on close terms with the ruling classes of his
society. Simon Peter was a fisherman, involved in a shared business enterprise with
other fishermen. Very different backgrounds. Isaiah didn’t know Jesus; however, He
had a strong sense of God being not only totally other and holy, but also very close to
his people Israel, God’s presence being with them. (It's from his prophecies that we
get the name Immanuel, ‘God with us’) We are at an advantage because we have an
actual person to follow. Someone who became one of us and who now walks alongside
us in our daily lives. Our faith is literally earthed in the actual physical reality of Jesus
Christ. We are not following a book, or a chatbot, or an aura, or a fortune teller, or the
stars, but a person who lived, died and rose again in a specific place and at a time in
history that can be verified. Jesus really is one of us, whilst at the same time, like
Isaiah’s vision of God, being utterly holy, drawing us, inviting us to share both the
earthiness and the holiness.

So, drawing on our readings this morning I'd like us to consider possible features of
that call, whilst also recognising these vary, perhaps especially in relation to different
contexts, different cultures. (eg we might consider how Isaiah’s vision might have been
different if he’d had it in our church building today instead of in that 8t century BC
temple).

OK, you're outside one Sunday cleaning your car. You use it for your business, the car
wash was too busy in the week, so you're doing it yourself. Business not too good at
present, so at least you're saving money by doing it yourself. Then this guy turns up;
you recognise him - he’s someone you've seen on social media giving inspirational
talks, and he’s greeting you. He’s late for a speaking engagement, he doesn’t have
transport, could you drive him to the venue? How would you feel, I wonder? How
might you respond?

I wonder what it was like for Simon Peter to be asked to lend his boat to Jesus? The
boat he relied on for his job, his livelihood? What was it like to be interrupted while
doing something that was vital for his work? (washing his fishing nets). Perhaps he
felt drawn by someone whom he had almost certainly already seen and heard and
whom he admired? We might imagine that he was both attracted, possibly flattered,
whilst also thinking that he was taking a risk in saying yes.



So a feature of calling is that it can involve being drawn towards the person of Jesus;
there’s something there that attracts us, whilst at the same time feeling that to respond
is risky.

And, let’s face it, the risk for Simon increases. Having agreed to rowing Jesus a little
way from the beach so that Jesus could use his boat as a floating pulpit, he is then told
to put out into deep water to do some fishing. How foolish he would have looked to
other fishermen, having caught nothing all night (the best time to fish) being seen to
go out again in daylight (and him an experienced fisherman) with a rabbi who almost
certainly knew nothing about fishing.

So, risk — loss or damage to something valuable like Simon’s boat, or our reputation or
our livelihood. And what about becoming unpopular? Isaiah, a respected member of
the ruling class, called to give a tough message about the likely outcome of following
the government s foreign policy when they conflicted with the demands of God’s
covenant? Even if those listening to Isaiah sensed that he was speaking the truth they
didn’t necessarily want to hear it. (climate activists blocking a motorway? Racial justice
Sunday - our structural racism being exposed?) He probably didn’t get invited to so
many dinner parties after that.

Risk, attraction. Let’s just consider this attraction. As Isaiah and Peter risk getting
closer to God, though they don’t necessarily realise that that is what is happening, they
are overwhelmed by this sense of an utterly holy, awesome, intensely radiant Other
and alongside that a feeling of how different they are — so small, sinful, definitely not
holy. Yet even within that realisation you can glimpse a joy. Or is it a relief almost,
that you can acknowledge that you are who you are, small and insignificant and
unworthy and yet counted worthy somehow of being drawn to this God who is so much
bigger than you. To obey the call may have seemed risky, but there is also joy there.
Perhaps a trust also that you are in good hands? A sense that whatever/whoever this
is, it's worth offering your all.

Isaiah had a particularly spectacular vision. We might think that is far too off the scale
to have relevance for us. But let’s notice where he was - the temple, his familiar place
if you like, his hunting ground. So, calling may involve risk, attraction, deep joy, and
it happens where you are now and works with the grain of who you are. Isaiah was
called to speak truth to power. He was well placed to do this, given his access to the
king and his apparent ease with the ruling class of his day. He would have been used
to public speaking. At the same time coming from a priestly background he was familiar
with the covenant and how it was meant to govern his country’s corporate life. He was
at ease in both worlds. He understood that true worship was more than temple rituals.
It must include laws and government policies that reflected Israel’s covenant with a
holy, just God. No corruption! What a gift he was to his people at that time! And how
resistant they turned out to be!

And Simon Peter — he was called whilst doing his daily work of fishing, and Jesus made
it clear that he would continue fishing, but it would be of a different kind. He was not
called to do something totally other, though as we follow his time with Jesus and then
after Pentecost in the book of Acts we can see how that boldness, that strength, that
readiness for risk that can characterise fishermen, was channelled in different ways.
Jesus doesn’t seem to have called farmers to follow him then; I suppose it would have
been more difficult for them to have left their fields and herds. And it was useful to



have access to a boat. With a boat Jesus and his disciples could reach different parts
of the country more quickly, and probably more safely.

So risk, attraction, joy, going with the grain of who you are, and finally resourcing.
Simon and the others were leaving the family fishing business to become disciples of
Jesus. What would happen to those left behind? How would they manage? Our gospel
narratives are all sparse in details; they just highlight the main points of an encounter
with Jesus. Perhaps Simon and the others would occasionally pop back to their families
and do some fishing. We don’t know. However, that miraculous catch of fish was not
just a sign of Jesus’ awesomeness, it was also tangible evidence of God’s generosity
and abundant resourcing. That amount of fish dried and salted would have kept the
family going for quite some time.

God calls each of us, and as I said earlier, the primary call is to follow Jesus, or, as
Mark puts it in his gospel when referring to the call of the 12, to be with him (Mark
3.14). How that works out relates to who we are, our stage of life, our context, our
culture and so on. Don’t underestimate the risk that you might be invited to take, nor
fear the power of an awesome, loving, radiant God who invites you to draw closer.
Don’t underestimate the joy of being with Jesus, receiving forgiveness, being free to
offer all you are - your personality, your wounds, your love, your experience; nor
underestimate the abundant resourcing of a God who offers us life in all its fulness.
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