Awesome
Holy Communion, 2nd before Lent, 2374 February 2025

We have had two readings today: the second account of creation in Genesis, and Jesus calming the storm in
Luke 8.

| often have difficulty in seeing the link between the readings in the lectionary, and this was the case for
this Sunday. So, in preparing this, | had a little look into the lectionary. A surprising number of churches
around the world use the same one. It is a rather wonderful example of unity. There is something called
the Revised Common Lectionary which came, through a number of variants, from a 1969 Catholic lectionary
which emerged from the Second Vatican Council. Different churches often vary it a bit, but generally we
are all reading the same bits of scripture each Sunday. So, when | struggle to relate the readings on a
particular Sunday to each other, | now know who to blame — vaguely.

The Psalm for this Sunday, 65, (which we have not read today) has the words (God,) who formed the
mountains by your power, having armed yourself with strength, who stilled the roaring of the seas, the
roaring of their waves, and the turmoil of the nations. The whole earth is filled with awe at your wonders.
So | see the link here as being creation: the awesome power of God in making and upholding everything.

The story of creation in Genesis seems to change focus from chapter 1 to chapter 2. Chapter 1 is the
familiar story of the six days of creation (plus a seventh day of rest). Chapter 2 starts again from a different
perspective, focussing on people, Adam and Eve. (The New Revised Standard Version of the Bible which we
use has a heading for Genesis 2 of Another Account of Creation.)

If you were listening carefully, there are actually differences between the two versions. Instead of the
seven days, the second story has God making the earth and heavens in one day, then making Adam - and
the Garden of Eden for him to live him - before he makes all the animals and birds. He then makes Eve as a
helper and partner for Adam. It is interesting with the knots some people get into over 7-day creationism
that this is not in both stories at all. And they are poetry; the important thing is what they are telling us
about God.

The calming of the storm is telling us something important about Jesus. This is no ordinary bloke. ‘Who
then is this, that he commands even the winds and the water, and they obey him?’

[Rembrandt] A storm can be a terrifying thing. It can be OK if you are comfortably in your house, with the
wind whistling around and the rain driving against your windows. It is a different story if you are exposed
outside, and much more frightening if you are in boat in open water. This is a picture by Rembrandt called
The Storm on the Sea of Galilee (1633). | have actually used it before in a sermon, if you have been paying
attention. | wanted to show it again so | could introduce you to this video clip. Same picture, but animated
in an exhibition called Frameless in London — well worth a visit. [Video] It just brings to life what the
disciples were dealing with.

[In the Eye of the Storm, 2017] Then Jesus is woken up. And he rebukes the wind and the raging waves,
and they ceased. The disciples were both afraid and amazed. What he had done was so beyond them that
they would not have even imagined it happening. How did he do it? If he can do that, what are we dealing
with? Who is he?

Later, they would come to know this man they wandered around with for 3 years as God incarnate. Much
later, in the creed, his followers would write down ‘Jesus Christ, the only Son of God... through him all


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Rembrandt_Christ_in_the_Storm_on_the_Lake_of_Galilee.jpg
https://youtu.be/aJcSdmp2FSA
https://christian.art/daily-gospel-reading/mark-4-35-41-2023/

things were made’. Jesus was controlling what he had created, even though he had become a man.
Despite his humility, despite the simple way in which he lived, despite the fact he got tired and hungry, this
was the Son of God.

So, he comes to us as well. The painter of this picture, Abraham Hunter, wrote a moving piece about it:
“Sometimes we all live behind a ‘mask’ to cover up the storm in our lives and the pain we are facing. Behind
my mask and persona, my life was so tough and, quite honestly, just dark last year and at the beginning of
this year... No matter what I’ve achieved in my life, I've always felt like | had to keep fighting the current so
| don’t drown, and with everything piling up I've just felt so confused and overwhelmed. | know most
everyone reading this has been in the same boat before.” This event is often used as a metaphor for how
we cope with problems in our lives, how Jesus intervenes.

[Peace, Be Still, Stephen Gjertson, 2011] The storm stops. There is peace. But it is a rather stunned silence
from the disciples. He has saved them. They had woken him because they trusted him, relied on him;
perhaps he could give them advice. They did not know what else to do. But they did not expect this.
“Where is your faith?” he asks.

[Photo of yacht on calm sea] The world returns to normal. In looking for a picture for this talk, | came

across this, which is surprisingly similar to the previous painting. But it also shows that the world is an
amazing place. There is power that dwarfs us, that makes us seem insignificant. But there is beauty too.

We have just prayed the collect for today: Almighty God, you have created the heavens and the earth and
made us in your own image: teach us to discern your hand in all your works and your likeness in all your
children. The beauty of the world points us to God. The God who created it through processes and laws
that are in themselves amazing. The God who created people, us. Who is interested in us.

| think to myself, it's a wonderful world.

Jeremy Thake
St. John & St. Stephen.


https://christian.art/daily-gospel-reading/mark-4-35-41-2020/
https://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-study/topical-studies/why-is-peace-be-still-so-important-during-the-storms-of-life.html

Luke 8

Jesus Calms a Storm

22 One day he got into a boat with his disciples, and he said to them, ‘Let us go across to the other side of
the lake.” So they put out, 23 and while they were sailing he fell asleep. A gale swept down on the lake,
and the boat was filling with water, and they were in danger. 24 They went to him and woke him up,
shouting, ‘Master, Master, we are perishing!” And he woke up and rebuked the wind and the raging waves;
they ceased, and there was a calm. 25 He said to them, ‘Where is your faith?’ They were afraid and
amazed, and said to one another, ‘Who then is this, that he commands even the winds and the water, and
they obey him?’

Genesis 2

Another Account of Creation

In the day that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens, 5 when no plant of the field was yet in the
earth and no herb of the field had yet sprung up—for the Lord God had not caused it to rain upon the
earth, and there was no one to till the ground; 6 but a stream would rise from the earth, and water the
whole face of the ground— 7 then the Lord God formed man from the dust of the ground, and breathed
into his nostrils the breath of life; and the man became a living being. 8 And the Lord God planted a garden
in Eden, in the east; and there he put the man whom he had formed. 9 Out of the ground the Lord God
made to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food, the tree of life also in the midst of
the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. 16 And the Lord God
commanded the man, ‘You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; 17 but of the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.’

18 Then the Lord God said, ‘It is not good that the man should be alone; | will make him a helper as his
partner.” 19 So out of the ground the Lord God formed every animal of the field and every bird of the air,
and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man called each living
creature, that was its name. 20 The man gave names to all cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to every
animal of the field; but for the man there was not found a helper as his partner. 21 So the Lord God caused
a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then he took one of his ribs and closed up its place with
flesh. 22 And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to
the man. 23 Then the man said,

‘This at last is bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh;
this one shall be called Woman,
for out of Man this one was taken.’

24 Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become one flesh. 25
And the man and his wife were both naked, and were not ashamed.



