Switching Jigsaw Lids - Jesus rejected at Nazareth — Luke 4 14-21

Let’s talk about jigsaw puzzles.

Are you the sort of person who searches out all the edge pieces first and will not consider any
other pieces until all those are fitted together in their right places. Or are you one of those who
just takes random pieces that catches your eye and look like they go together and try to fit them
together?

Maybe you are someone who has to have the lid there in full view so you can match the pieces
you have against the whole picture. Or is doing it that way sacrilege to you and you have to
complete the puzzle without ever looking at the lid.

What would you do if you take a jigsaw to do but someone has put the wrong lid on the box. The
picture is similar to the pieces you have so you may not realise at first. You have the lid picture
firmly implanted in your head but soon some of the colours don’t seem to belong so what do
you do?

Do you push them aside or do you try to force them into place. Do you stay loyal to the picture
on the box or do you reject that and focus on the pieces and adjust as you go. You do your best
to complete the picture.

Or maybe you get disillusioned and frustrated because nothing seems to be making sense and
you throw the whole thing out box, pieces and all and give up jigsaw puzzles altogether.

So why am | rambling on about jigsaw puzzles?

What has it got to do with our gospel reading today? Well, for me in Luke’s gospel this is the next
piece of the puzzle. It looks and sounds very familiar; the hearers know their history and they
know your scriptures. Jesus is quoting from Isiah 61. But does it really fit with their
understanding, their view, of the way things are.

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the
oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.”

Why did Jesus stop mid-sentence? Why did he not finish verse two and carry on to say the next
line; “and the day of vengeance of our God” etc. So, it is not quite fitting.

Those words from Isaiah and Jesus’ comment on them are the first recorded words of Jesus’
public ministry. The words Jesus reads from Isaiah are not an exact quotation of Isaiah. Jesus
has chosen and arranged particular portions of Isaiah’s text to create a specific message, the
picture is changing.

This passage in Luke is the third in a sequence, following the baptism of Jesus, “You are my son,
whom [ love; with you | am well pleased”. And the temptation of Jesus and him being driven into
the desert “where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during those days
and at the end of them he was hungry”.

I think what Jesus does today is an expression of his baptism and his time in the wilderness.
Love and suffering have been doing their work on him. He’s been paying attention and listening



to the life that wants to enter the world through him. The pieces are all falling into place. He’s
been discerning what matters most to him and the values he wants to embody and live.

It’s as if Jesus is saying. This is who | am and what I’'m about. These are the values that will
energize and drive my life. Today | am giving myself to something larger than myself and my own
interests, this is the next piece that you should take notice of and put into place.

Perhaps to give some context.

What was the situation Jesus was speaking into? Rome, at this time, dominated and oppressed
the Jewish people and had a brilliant way of eliminating those who opposed them or were
uncooperative. Crosses would be erected on hillsides near well-travelled roads; near major
cities. Impaling rebels like insects for public view demonstrating both the absolute and
fearsome power of their empire.

But the Jews refused to be pacified. They had their own God, the God of Abraham, Isacc and
Jacob. Many Jews, the Zealots, at that time, fantasised about an armed revolt. They had their
stories; David and Goliath; smaller people, could with God’s help defeat a more powerful
enemy. They were oppressed because they had been complacent and lacked a courageous faith
and were not pious enough.

So, the Zealots would say.

“If we would just rise like David to face the Goliath of Rome, if we would take the first step by
slitting some Roman throats and burning some Roman Buildings, God would raise up a heroic
liberator among us and lead us to victory”.

Then there were the Pharisees, sympathetic to the Zealots but they would say.

“If we would repent and stop our complacent tolerance of the drunks, the prostitutes, the
gluttons and those who don’t pay their tithes to the to the temple, if we would faithfully observe
every detail of the law, God would send a heroic liberator among us to lead us to victory! We
could eject the Romans and finally live in prosperity, security and equity as God’s chosen
people”.

Then there were the Herodians and Sadducees. The political realists of their day.

“The Zealots and the Pharisees are hopelessly naive nobody can defeat the Romans and to try
would be suicide. So, lets follow the old wisdom; if you can’t beat them, join them or if you can’t
beat them at least let’s try and make a profit off of them. Let’s learn to, at least in public, to live
the Roman way. We can hold our own Jewish story as a private personal matter. We can let the
Roman way modify that way of living but not the other way round. We are not collaborating or
compromising we are being clever and realistic”.

There were a few like the Essenes who rejected all these approaches. The fatalist of their day.
“Let’s withdraw into the wilderness to try to avoid the whole simmering mess”.

But we’ve moved on so much in the intervening 2000 odd years haven’t we! these narratives and
reactions don’t exist in our world today. Do they?

Events in recent days, weeks and months would tend to say that they do. You just need to watch
the news to see it. Think of the address the Right Rev. Mariann Edgar Budde gave during the



service held in the Washington National Cathedral “have mercy” on people who are “scared
now”. And the different reactions it has provoked.

So, what is this new picture that is emerging with Jesus? It is none of those existing ones. Jesus
is proclaiming the central message of the kingdom of God. It is about not letting our lives be
framed by the different narratives and counter narratives. Situate yourselves in another picture
or story, the good news that God is king and that we can live in relation to God and his love.

“Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing”

God’s kingdom is experienced today; now! in relationship and companionship with Jesus.
Where the sick are healed and the lost are found, where people who are despised are accepted
and the poor discover their own dignity, where people who have become rigid and fossilised
come alive again, and old, tired life becomes young and fruitful once more —the kingdom of God
is there and it grows.

There is no great detailed plan set out here, it’s experiential and alive. Matthew 6 v 33 “But seek
first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well”

A few thoughts based on a section of Jurgen Moltmann’s book Jesus Christ for today’s world.

First for the church. It needs to take it’s bearing from the Kingdom of God and not the other way
round. It should become more extrovert; the church is not there for its own sake it is there to
proclaim the message of Jesus and at the same time bring liberty to those who need it and in
practical ways.

For the politicians and for those who worry about the power of the state, the safety and security
of the country. First —think about the kingdom of God and its justice and righteousness then it
will be made to serve all, particularly the poor, and the state will be kept in proper bounds.

For the big companies, the producers and consumers of goods, the trade unions. For all those
accumulating wealth. Forget the profits forget the growth — think of the kingdom of God, its
justice and righteousness. For justice for the poor countries of the world, for those who labour
for a small wage. Think of justice for nature from which we live both for its own sake and for
future generations.

For us as individuals. Those of us who worry about our own lives who are unsure of ourselves.
Don’t withdraw into yourselves. Make your own contribution. Get involved. People who find the
kingdom of God find themselves and people who really and truly find themselves find the
Kingdom of God because it is within us, very deeply within us. So, each of us should play our
part, now, today, let something of this new picture be born within you and may it become visible
for Christ to complete.

Today’s gospel reading is only half of the story we did not hear about the people’s ultimate
response, when presented with this new picture, but that is perhaps for another day or
something for us to reflect on in the coming week. Jesus claims the title of prophet but he will
not be a tame prophet who works safely within normal conventions. If you want him, you’ll have
to accept more than you bargained for.

He comes bringing his own narrative and it won’t be negotiated or compromised.

How do we respond?



