
Sermon 6 August    The Transfiguration Luke 9.28-36 

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 

Immediately before the transfiguration Jesus has been telling his disciples that 

he will have to suffer, be put to death by their religious leaders, and afterwards 

be raised from death; and that if they or anyone else wants to follow him they 

must make a daily choice to put God first in whatever they do – dying to 

themselves, he calls it. 

We tell the gospel account together, using key words – 

Pray/prayer/praying- we put our hands together 

Disciples – Peter, James and John 

Mountain – awesome 

Moses – the lawgiver 

Elijah – the prophet 

Glory – Ah! Raise hands 

Now, about 8 days after these sayings (ie what he had been saying about his 

suffering and death), Jesus went with his disciples…. Peter, James and John 

up a mountain…. awesome to pray ….hands together.  And as he was praying…… 

hands together his face shone like the sun and his clothes became dazzling white. 

2 men, Moses ….the lawgiver and Elijah ….the prophet   appeared in glory…. 

Ah! Raise hands, talking about his exodus which he was to accomplish in 

Jerusalem. Now the disciples ……Peter, James and John were sleepy but when 

they were fully awake they saw his glory…. Ah! raise hands and Moses ….the 

lawgiver and Elijah …..the prophet standing with him.  And Peter said to Jesus, 

‘It’s good for us to be here.  Let’s put up 3 shelters – one for you, one for Moses… 

the lawgiver and one for Elijah…. the prophet. He didn’t really know what he 

was saying, but as he spoke a cloud overshadowed the disciples… Peter, James 

and John, and they were afraid.  And a voice spoke from the cloud, ‘This is my 

Son, my chosen.  Listen to him.’ When the voice had gone they found Jesus 

alone. They went down the mountain… awesome with him and at that time kept 

silence about the glory…. Ah! raise hands they had seen.  

This is the gospel of the Lord 

In what I say next we will no longer respond in chorus when hearing the key 

words! 

The account of the transfiguration we have just told together is by Luke.  He is 

the only one of the gospel writers to frame what happens in the context of 

prayer.  So, this is the frame I want to use as we consider our response to this 

gospel passage. 



Jesus went up the mountain to pray, he says, taking 3 of those 12 disciples who 

were closest to him.  Mark recounts how Jesus called these 12 initially to be with 

him (Mark 3.14).  To be a disciple is to be with Jesus.  

The gospel writers also record that before a significant moment in his ministry 

Jesus would pray – at the start of his ministry when his friends wanted him to 

keep drawing the crowds with his miracles, before calling his apostles, here as 

he checks out with God whether the path ahead must involve suffering, and then 

again in Gethsemane. 

 Disciples, that’s us, are called first and foremost to be with Jesus.  Like those 

first disciples he wants us to be with him at the most significant moments of his 

ministry. He wants us to be part of them.  He wants us to share them with him.  

He wants us to enter his suffering and also his glory.  It’s as if Luke is saying, 

this is how we do it – we stay with Jesus as he prays.  We accept his invitation 

to be with him and as we do so we enter the paradox at the heart of our faith, 

that the suffering that inevitably follows putting God first in our lives (dying to 

ourselves as Jesus puts it) is inextricably linked to the glory that follows as we 

become more Christ like, more human in the way God intended when he created 

us in the first place.  We might not visibly glow as Jesus does here, but our inner 

light and life increases. Irenaeus said that the ‘glory of God is a human being 

fully alive’. 

 The presence of Moses and Elijah on the mountain is a way of saying that this 

paradox is not some new religious fad, but a continuation of what had been 

revealed to Israel in its past.  It’s heady stuff and I find it reassuring that the 

disciples nodded off part way through.  Luke is the only gospel writer to note 

this.  Isn’t that part of our experience too when we pray?! Even that is ok, 

though.  Just being with Jesus, being there means that their insight deepens.  

More than anything else staying with Jesus in prayer leads to entering more 

deeply into his relationship with God the Father, a relationship we can share 

because here on the mountain of transfiguration Jesus reaffirmed his willingness 

to face suffering and death in Jerusalem.  As we spend time with Jesus we share 

more and more in his identity as God’s beloved and chosen one.  His identity 

then becomes our identity. 

The feast of the transfiguration was actually yesterday, 6 August, which is also 

the anniversary of dropping an atomic bomb on Hiroshima, the light from which 

produced not a glorious, but a ghastly transfiguration of human beings – a 

disfiguration.  The human search for glory so often seems to involve conflict and 

war as we impose our will on others. Our gospel today offers a different path – 

one that leads to self-giving as we respond to God’s love for us and humanity as 

a whole, so that we might say as John does at the beginning of his gospel (1.14) 

‘We have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace 

and truth’, leading us to be ‘changed from glory into glory’, as Wesley puts it in 

one of his hymns.        Christine Bainbridge 


