
Sermon Trinity 4     Acts 4.1-12, Luke 10.25-37 

Prayer 

Jesus Christ, the healer, may we hear whatever is your invitation to us this morning whether through 

music, word or sacrament.  Amen 

This is a Sunday when we’ll be offering prayer and anointing for healing for those who 

wish; so, in what I say today I’ll be focussing on the topic of healing, with reference to 

the 1st reading from Acts (because we’re working our way through that in our Sunday 

sermons).  

I want to say at the start that my base line is a conviction that God is good, that he 

loves us and that his longing is for our well-being and wholeness.  I have as my evidence 

for that, Jesus’ life, death and resurrection and my own experience. Having said that, 

I also recognise that so much of what happens to us and others challenges that 

conviction.  It also goes without saying that we start from different places in considering 

healing.   Our early experience of family moulds us for good or ill; our DNA may mean 

we are more prone to certain health conditions than others; we are wired differently, 

with some of us being more emotionally resilient than others, and so on.  We also live 

in a specific environmental and historical context that may play into our consideration 

of healing.  We look at healing through different filters and I ask you to remember that 

as we look at it through my particular filter today.  

One Saturday as I was walking through the town centre I passed people offering a book 

to passers-by.  I carefully avoided them, but when I reached the station there was a 

child offering the same book and, feeling he might like some encouragement, I paused 

as he approached me.  ‘Would you like a book about hell?’ he asked! Hell?  I queried, 

not feeling very inclined to accept the offer.  ‘Health’, he replied.  Oh!  So I received 

the booklet which was well produced and demonstrated how following Christ can help 

with our general health and well-being.  It was produced by the 7th Day Adventists, 

following in that honourable tradition that has linked the church with healing ever since 

the days of Jesus the healer and which we see illustrated in our reading from Acts this 

morning where we’re reminded that Peter and John have just healed a man born lame 

at the entrance to the temple (picture on the screen) and are now facing the 

consequences.   

In the gospels when healing occurs it’s clear that Jesus’ healing is understood as more 

than just making people well again. It signified something bigger.  In John’s gospel 

Jesus’ miracles are called ‘signs’ and this is also what they are in the synoptics, though 

Matthew, Mark and Luke don’t label them as such. They all convey that when Jesus 

heals, something new was breaking into the lives of those who encountered him; more 

than that, something new was breaking into the whole created order. The old order was 

being challenged and it often provoked controversy, opposition (as here in Peter and 

John having to answer to the temple authorities) or alarm (think of the townspeople in 

the Gadarenes after Jesus had cast out the demons from that man).  The God breaking 

in through Jesus is one who challenges all those aspects of sin and decay in our world.  

That may be why seeing people with sickness sometimes arouses strong emotion in 

Jesus -a mixture of compassion and anger.  He is aware of something amiss in humanity 

and in creation as a whole. (Mark1.41 – the man with leprosy, John 11.35, 38 – the 

death of Lazarus) He is both grieved and angry.  So when we offer the ministry of 



healing in our church, the body of Christ, we are challenging what is amiss, and saying 

that ultimately this doesn’t have the last word.  We are sharing in God’s grief and anger 

that things are the way they are.  We are expressing trust in God’s goodness and in his 

good intentions towards us.  We are saying we want to be part of what he is doing.  We 

want to be a force for good in the world.  As we do so we may find that we arouse 

hostility or cause alarm. And it’s not just people who cry out for healing; the earth is 

doing the same. If Christians challenge our use and misuse of the earth, and press for 

its healing through protest and disruptive action we may face opposition. 

When healing people Jesus was in effect inviting someone to experience what are God’s 

good intentions for the whole of humanity.  It was also about moving something that 

might be an obstacle to following Christ’s way.  An offer of freedom to fully participate 

in the kingdom.  An invitation to a more holistic life.  In addressing the temple 

authorities about the healing of the man who hadn’t been able to walk Peter says, v10, 

that he stands before them ‘in good health’ (in Greek ‘sound’, or we might say ‘whole’).  

There’s a completeness, a wholeness about what has happened to him.  The more usual 

word for heal is related to the word ‘save’ in Greek.  The prayer we say when anointing 

asks that we might receive Christ’s wholeness. 

Part of that wholeness is often about reconnecting or deepening our connection with 

others.  Illness, mental or physical, can easily separate us from others.  We’ve all had 

recent experience of that through Covid.  Consider Jesus’ healing - the men with leprosy 

who had to keep themselves separate from everyone, the woman with the issue of 

blood that meant she was permanently unclean, Bartimaeus, unable to see others, and 

now, after Jesus death and resurrection, the lame man in the temple, unable to move 

around, unable to enter the temple.  Healing reconnected each of them with other 

people and offered them a fuller life. One of the things I found inspiring about Dame 

Deborah James who died of cancer recently was that she refused to allow her illness to 

isolate her or let it separate her from others.  She kept up connecting with others right 

to the end.  

However, I want to suggest that though healing may offer you a fuller life, it’s not 

necessarily an easier one.  It may mean facing fresh challenges. When I was a child I 

had just about every childhood illness you could before the age of seven.  I was often 

sick and in bed.  My mum had trained as a nurse and was very good at looking after 

me.  So good, in fact, that being ill was in some ways quite pleasurable, especially as 

it sometimes kept me off school!  I can recall a moment of awareness when I was 

perhaps about 10 dimly sensing that there might be some choice about being ill and 

that if I enjoyed it too much I might miss out on friends and never get to join Enid 

Blyton’s Secret Seven!   

Illness can bring its own sense of security.  Life may be simpler, with fewer 

responsibilities.   Reconnecting is not necessarily easy.  Consider Bartimaeus; once he’d 

picked up his beggar’s mat to follow Jesus, how would he earn his living? Or the lame 

man healed by Peter and John, once his initial euphoria was over, wondering what he 

would now do during the week?   Or those men cured of leprosy whom Jesus told to go 

and show themselves to the authorities – doubtless to be cross examined and checked 

over? Or the woman with the issue of blood trying to persuade friends and relatives 

that it really would be ok now for her to visit and even have a meal with them? There 

would have to be a shift in the direction of their lives and in their priorities. 



The words we say when anointing in church include the following; 

Receive Christ’s forgiveness, his healing and his love. 

May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 
grant you the riches of his grace, 

his wholeness and his peace. 
 

Forgiveness, healing, love, grace, wholeness and peace – everything we need for life 

in all its fulness.  Spend a little time reflecting on those words (on the screen).  Which 

word stands out for you this morning?  Which do you most desire?  Forgiveness, 

healing, love, grace, wholeness and peace – they’re on offer every day as we look to 

God.  They’re treasure present in Christ’s body, the church, and they’re on offer this 

morning through something we can see and feel – the oil for anointing, blessed by our 

bishop on Maundy Thursday.  We all need refreshing, resourcing, reconnecting with 

God, with one another and with the earth. God doesn’t want us to run on empty.  He 

wants us to be a church so full of Christ’s forgiveness, healing and love that it spills out 

wherever we are.  So let’s go for it, whether for ourselves or for others or for the earth. 

 

 

      Christine Bainbridge 10 July 2022 


