
Do we still believe in a God who heals? Rev. Claire Alcock 
Acts 3:1-10 and Luke 9:51 
 
In this talk I’d like us to explore the question: do we still believe in a God who heals? 
In our reading from Acts, we are confronted with a very obvious, instant, miraculous 
physical healing. It reads as a narrative account similar to those connected with the healings 
of Jesus. Here’s a man unable to walk from birth, who’s begging at the entrance to the 
Temple. As the people – including Peter and John – are actually ‘going to church’ as it were, 
there he is. You can’t miss him. He’s asking for money, right there by the door. 
 
How would we react if this happened outside our church door? It reminds me of a time 
when Chris and I went to worship at Chartres Cathedral on a Sunday morning in the Easter 
holidays. We’d queued up at a boulangerie beforehand, knowing that things would be shut 
by noon, for the most delicious looking homemade slices of pizza, which we had in our bag. 
We were met on the way into the cathedral by a homeless man begging for food. I struggled 
with myself all through that service – it’s the only thing I remember about the service – the 
presence of the one at the door asking for food. After the service I somewhat reluctantly 
parted with my lunch on the way out. It seemed the right thing to do. 
 
But for Peter and John, the right thing to do in that moment is to offer the healing of Jesus 
to this man who cannot walk. Similar to the healings of Jesus, there’s a description of his 
condition (he’s been lame from birth); an account of the words said; the dramatic and 
immediate effect on the man (he jumps up ‘walking and leaping and praising God – and 
follows them into the Temple’) and there are the eye-witnesses, who are astonished.   
 
There’s no indication that the man believed in Jesus, or in anything – the apostles simply 
respond to his need. It is in the name of Jesus Christ that he is healed. ‘Silver and gold have I 
none, but what I have I give to you…’ is reminiscent of the words in the Christina Rossetti 
carol, In the Bleak Midwinter: ‘but what I have I give him – give my heart.’ 
 
What do we do with this text? Can we take this type of healing as normative for today? 
Certainly this is the assumption of Charismatic and Pentecostal forms of Christianity – that 
God offers divine healing today (sometimes known as faith healing) and that nothing has 
changed since Jesus walked the earth and instructed his followers to do exactly the same 
things as he did. And maybe that’s where you stand today. 
 
With the advent of modern medicine, we might acknowledge that the picture is more 
complex however. We, of course, pray for healing when someone amongst us is sick – but 
this is often undergirded by the assumption that the medical profession will effect the 
healing, and that God is in some way working through this. And there’s nothing wrong with 
that. But it’s not quite the same as what is happening in Acts. 
 
Whenever we’re faced with texts such as this, we inevitably find ourselves asking, do we still 
believe in a God who heals, and what does it mean to ask for healing, to pray for healing? 
What does it mean for us as a church to offer healing? How are we offering healing in our 
worship, prayer and outreach? 
 



So, as we explore this, I invite you to examine for a few moments your own beliefs about 
healing. Have you known miraculous healing yourself? Have you prayed for someone, and 
they were healed? Was it immediate, or did you have to persevere? What was down to God 
and what was down to medicine, or is that an unhelpful distinction?  
 
Are there some limitations to healing that we find, even in the New Testament, as well as (if 
we’re honest) in our own experience? Have you, in the absence of healing, rather settled for 
a God who’s generally benign but who doesn’t really go in for interventions? Would you 
agree with the assessment of one commentator on Acts, that ‘narratives such as these tend 
to challenge our 21st C. ministerial practices which are charity in orientation but empty of 
real life’ (Israel Kamadzandu, www.workingpreacher.org)    
 
I thought I’d make a start by listing prayers I’ve prayed in the past that, despite my 
sometimes desperate pleading, did not appear to be met with instant healing: “please heal 
my baby’s asthma”; “please take away my anxiety”; “please heal my son’s acid reflux”; 
“please heal my daughter’s psoriasis”.  
 
All prayers uttered in various degrees of desperation – all prayers that I’m mostly confident 
God heard, but for various reasons, didn’t answer immediately, or what you might call 
‘miraculously’. In each case, there was a wider story, a longer arc, a complex relationship 
between body, mind and spirit, and a big part for modern medicine to play. So, can we still 
say that we believe in a God who heals?  
 
Because it’s complicated! 
 
You might have your own stories of healing – both positive and maybe no so. We live in a 
world were not all are healed, where not all prayers are answered. The reality of a world 
where we all age, and eventually die, is pitted against the power of God that raised Jesus 
from the dead. We live in the cross wind of those two realities, and the loud, sometimes 
conflictual conversation between them is the sign that we’re alive in this particular world. 
 
We’re called to live in that cross wind, not to ignore it. Is healing a private or public event? 
When the man was healed in Acts, it leads on, as we’ll see in later weeks, to a direct 
confrontation between the disciples and the authorities. Healing here is a very public event. 
It touches the whole community. 
 
But even in the New Testament healing is complicated – we have the little verse from 2 
Timothy 4:20 – the very words of Paul the miracle-worker, who writes this: “Trophimus I left 
ill in Melitus”. And Paul had a ‘thorn in the flesh’ that God simply did not remove, despite 
his being asked three times by Paul - for ‘my power is made perfect in weakness’. 
 
We also have the issue of definitions. How do we define healing? For the man born lame, his 
healing resulted in his immediately entering the Temple and praising God. It meant inclusion 
in the family of faith. Healing can mean inclusion, therefore. And this is important in our 
communities, many of which are home to people who feel rejected by the church because 
of their identity. Healing also involves justice. Why is it that we can turn to the medical 
resources of our country, to the vaccines we need to protect us from new viruses, while 



other countries have little access or no access to adequate protection and health-care. 
Health inequality, even within this country, is a pressing issue when we speak of healing. 
 
Healing can also mean a deepening of our journey of discipleship. The gospel contains 
various examples of people who gave excuses not to follow Jesus. But he man who is healed 
in Acts 3 immediately becomes a follower. Maybe his challenges started right then! To 
follow Christ is to be in an ongoing state of challenge, comfort, deep healing, forgiveness 
and freedom. 
 
I wrote this talk during a flare up of irritable bowel syndrome, something that afflicts me 
when I’m run down or stressed. Did I ask God for healing? Yes. Did it go away immediately? 
No. Was it a case of one step forward, two steps backwards? Yes. Did I ask people to pray 
for me? Yes. Did I carry on and do what I could and not beat myself up for the things I 
couldn’t do? Mostly! Some of the things we’re afflicted with are a normal bodily response to 
being alive in this world. We shouldn’t fight our human responses but befriend them. 
 
“To be situated in healing is to interrogate our own bodies as an artifact of accumulated 
traumas and doing the work of processing that trauma by developing the capacity to notice 
and be with our pain.” * That’s the best definition I’ve come across of healing in recent 
years. You will no doubt have your own. To follow Christ is to be invited into a lifelong 
journey of healing. 
 
So, to return to the narrative we have before us today, the man healed at the Beautiful 
Gate. What can we take away from it and what might God be inviting us into? 
 
Our beliefs about whether God heals reveal our level of trust. Is there a God, and is God 
good? We all know people who have given up on the idea of a good God, given all the 
suffering they’ve been through. And some of those people don’t stop going to church – they 
carry on in church, but their faith in a God who heals is negligible.  
 
So we have to ask – can God be trusted to have our best interests at heart? What is the 
most important thing in life? Is it to be temporarily cured of something, only to die later of 
old age, or is it to live life to the full – that life revealed through Jesus Christ? 
 
Three things to take forward as we continue to explore this area of healing – and as we look 
forward in July to offering prayer with anointing for healing as part of our Holy Communion. 
 
Let God be God. God is beyond our understanding. Sometimes we experience God acting 
immediately, sometimes we are called to persevere. God acts according to the grain of our 
humanity. Christ alongside us is the strongest possible indication that God is for us and 
wants the best for us.  
 
Take a long view when you ask for healing or pray for someone’s healing. God is never in a 
hurry, and we generally are. When we pray, let’s pause for a moment and focus on the 
person in need. Peter and John looked at the man – he looked intently at them. There was a 
moment of connection, of encounter. Out of that moment of genuine personal encounter 
was born the prayer of faith.  



 
And finally, healing is for all – not just for the church. The man at the Beautiful Gate didn’t 
even believe till he met the risen Christ is his own healed body. How might God be calling 
our church, deeper into healing at this time? And how might that healing spill out into the 
world to bless the world for his sake? 
 
AMEN. 
 
*Lama Rod Owens, quoted in an article from www.cac.org  (17.09.20) 
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