
Baptism of Rory 

22 May 2022 Acts 16.9-15 

Some words from our first reading where we encounter Paul and companions going down to the 

riverside at Philippi and meeting a group of women there.  One of them, called Lydia, listened 

eagerly to what Paul was saying and soon after (and these are the words I want us to notice), it 

says, she and her household were baptised. 

In this church we baptise people of all different ages, but most frequently as babies and in this we 

follow the pattern set right back in those early days of St Paul and Lydia where if an adult decided 

to follow Christ and be baptised their whole household would be expected to follow, including 

children.  Much later in the history of the church and continuing in the Anglican church here, young 

people and adults who have been baptised as children and who decide for themselves that they 

want to be practising Christians, can confirm the promises made on their behalf by parents and 

godparents at their baptism by taking part in confirmation. As we baptise baby Rory today we do 

so in the hope that one day he will decide for himself that he wants to follow Christ and choose to 

be confirmed. 

  I wonder if any of you watch the family history programme ‘Who do you think you are?’  There 

are usually surprises and shocks along the way!  I particularly remember one participant whose 

family tree led him closer and closer to royalty all the way back to Edward the Confessor!.  I lost 

count of the number of times he said ‘Wow!’. 

I don’t know how much of their family history Ben and Zoe know, but here in church this morning 

we’re opening a new chapter in that history and there may be some surprises along the way.  

One thing that may be a surprise is that through baptism Rory will have a royal connection. We 

use three significant things in baptism – water, obviously, oil and a lighted candle, each 

symbolising something important.   

In ancient times oil was used for keeping skin supple, just as it is today by some of us, but it was 

also used on special occasions as a way of saying this person has a significant identity or is called 

to a particular task.  In Israel kings were anointed with oil.  It was poured over their heads and 

then everyone shouted, ‘Long live the king!’  In church we use oil that has been blessed in our 

cathedral for baptism.  Then you’ll see that we use it to make the sign of the cross, the sign of 

Jesus Christ, on Rory’s forehead.  The oily cross, the sign of Jesus, connects those being baptised 

with him and reminds us that Jesus, too, was baptised.  And at his baptism Jesus heard the words, 

‘You are my Son, the beloved, with you I am well pleased’.  When we share Jesus’ baptism those 

same words are said to us.  We share Jesus’ identity as a son or daughter of God, a much loved 

son or daughter of God.  Hence the royal connection.  Through baptism we are related to the royal 

family of the Trinity.  So the oil not only makes a sign of the cross, but also celebrates this new 

royal identity just as back in the old Testament days. To use the language of CS Lewis in his Narnia 

stories, we are not just sons and daughters of Adam and Eve, but kings and queens of Narnia!  

Wow and Wow, to quote that guy on ‘Who do you think you are’! 

Can you put your hands up if you have been baptised, or think you have been baptised, whether 

as a baby or when you were older?  Take a look at each other.  Through baptism you are all 

related, all part of the same family.  That probably wouldn’t come out in ‘Who do you think you 



are?’  So, Zoe and Ben, look around, these will all be members of Rory’s family once he is baptised.  

If you think some of us here are unlikely relatives you need to be ready to take on board that 

wherever he goes in the world, whether it’s India, Barbados, Nigeria, Brazil, Hong Kong, Ghana 

he’ll find relatives from his new family.  And in our church here we have sisters and brothers from 

countries all over the world. To get baptised is to become a member of Jesus’ church, not just 

here, but globally.  You can enter a church in another country and it may look very different from 

the one back home, the people might all speak a different language, but you can still say to 

yourself, ‘I have a place here.  These are my brothers and sisters.  We share the same baptism.’  

We are part of the same royal family.   

This is a personal question, and you don’t have to answer it if you wish…how many of you had a 

wash before you came to church this morning?!  Mmm, quite a few.  That’s probably a good thing.  

We usually feel better after a wash.  Although Rory will have been washed by his Mummy and 

Daddy before he came here today we’ll be doing that again when we pour water over his head.  

This is not about making him squeaky clean so that he is good enough for church.  It’s more like 

drawing a picture of what is happening in baptism.  When Rory was inside his Mummy’s tummy 

he was in water.  He developed, grew, was nourished in water until the time came for him to be 

born.  Then he entered an entirely new world where he needed to breathe for himself, to be fed 

through the mouth, to hear loud rather than muffled sounds…. His new life is different from that 

of the foetus in the womb.  His relationship with his parents is different.  They know him in a new 

and more complete way.  He knows their loving gaze, their tender touch.  His relationship with 

them develops over time as he becomes more and more secure in their love for him. In the same 

way in baptism we are born into a closer relationship with God.  As we go into the water and out 

again we are born again, to use bible language. And growing into that relationship is the work of 

a lifetime and there will be many adventures along the way. It’s for this reason that through church 

we join with others on the same journey. We couldn’t do it on our own. 

At the end of the service we give a candle.   It’s a reminder that through baptism we carry Christ, 

the light, within us.  It may only be a tiny light but even a tiny light makes a difference in a dark 

place. And what we do as members of Rory’s church family is to encourage that light.  As he grows 

we want the light to grow too.  Rory and his family are not travelling alone.  All of us here are 

rooting for you today. May the Lord bless you and keep you.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

Heavenly Father 

We thank you for Rory’s baptism today.  We thank you for the promise of new life; for the water 

of rebirth, for the oil that anoints us as your beloved son or daughter and for the candle that 

invites us to be like lights in the world.    We pray for his parents and godparents. Bless them as 

they care for him.  May they and we bring him up to know and love you and your Son, Jesus Christ 

our Lord.  Amen 
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