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I wonder what that 

word, “Open”, brings 

to your mind? 

“She’s very open” is normally a 
compliment – it suggests someone 
who’s open-minded, open to friendship, 
open to being known.  

There’s also “open-hearted”, which is 
almost always a compliment, taken to 
mean someone who has empathy, 
someone who will try and understand 
you and your situation. We have seen a 
lot of open heartedness recently as 
people all over Europe respond to the 
Ukrainian refugee situation: in the UK 
alone, more than 150,000 people have 
said they’re willing to open their homes. 

Is it always a good thing to be open? 
Perhaps you can be too “open to 
suggestion”, or too “open to 
temptation”? Politically, some people 
want our national borders to be open – 
others want them closed. Being open 
and being closed are two very different 
things.  

We’re exploring at St John and St 
Stephen’s what it means to be “open” in 
the context of the Christian faith and 
our way of relating to each other, to our 
neighbour and to God. Being open to 
each other means being real, being able 
to say honestly what’s important to 
each other and it means listening well.  

Being open to one’s neighbour is a 
challenge for every community. As 
human beings we tend to gather in 
groups of like-minded people. Church 
groups are prone to this too – but can 
remain at the same time, places where 
people of all ages gather and learn from 
each other. In one of our discussion 
groups at church we have, amongst 
others, a teenager and a nonagenarian! 

 
 
 
Being open to God is a strong value for 
faith groups, and something we explore 
all the time at St John and St Stephen’s. 
How can we be open to God? Where is 
God to be found? For some scientific 
rationalists, anything that cannot be 
seen, heard, touched or measured 
doesn’t exist. That sounds reasonable, 
but we also know that things like love, 
loss, fear, friendship, peace and hope 
exist, yet they cannot be ‘seen’ or 
touched like a rock or a tree. 

Some things defy measurement and can 
only be experienced through having the 
right stance. In terms of finding God, 
being open is that stance. If you’re open 
to God, if you’re hungry for God, you 
will find God. To discover more about 
becoming open to faith, do browse our 
new church website (see page 9). 

And then… there’s the open tomb at 
Easter time.! For Christians,  Jesus’ rising 
to life two days after he was killed on a 
cross means a resounding divine 
“thumbs up” that there is hope even 
after death. It’s a message we badly 
need to hear in these tumultuous times.  

May you find the right doors opening for 
you this springtime, and despite the 
news, may we all remain open to hope. 

 

Blessings, 
Claire. 

Welcome to NEWT 35 
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Huntley Wharf 

‘A landmark scheme creating a new waterside destination 

in central Reading, providing residents and locals with a 

well-connected, walkable neighbourhood, and a place to 

enjoy a leisurely moment by the water’ – so goes the 

lyrical description of the new blocks of flats soaring 

upwards in Kenavon Drive, writes Christine Bainbridge. 

The sales pitch for the tallest blocks, which are still being 

completed, implies that the apartments there might 

particularly appeal to investors and so will eventually be 

rented out.  Two smaller seven storey blocks are already 

being occupied and are managed by L&Q housing (formerly 

London and Quadrant Housing Association).  One block is 

available to part buy, part rent and the other is being rented 

by the council to meet their accommodation needs.   

The new housing falls within our parish community area, and 

so a small group of us have been connecting with the L&Q 

sales staff for the part buy/part rent block since late last year.  

We wanted to visit new residents, welcoming them with 

flowers and a card giving details about the church.  In the end 

it was not possible to visit in person because the staff could 

not permit access. Instead we have delivered a welcome card 

to residents in both blocks via their mailboxes – 98 in all- 

hoping to make contact that way. We shall be delivering this 

copy of NEWT there too.  
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Schools Update 
The three schools that were formerly part of Berkshire 

Schools Trust – New Town, St John’s and New Christ Church  

– all became members of Oxford Diocesan Schools Trust 

(ODST) in January 2022 when the two trusts merged.  

ODST is a thriving Multi-Academy Trust (MAT) with schools 

across Oxfordshire and Berkshire. It is one of the largest 

MATs in the region, with five geographical hubs to support 

collaboration between schools. It has significant primary-

phase expertise and a strong record of both school 

improvement and successful Ofsted inspections.  

The schools felt that ODST was a good fit for them because 

the trust values the unique identity of each school. Schools 

have the freedom to serve their individual communities  

in the way they know best; this includes ensuring that New 

Town remains a community school and that both St John’s 

and New Town have the support they need to ensure  

they can deliver the best for their pupils. We are confident 

that both schools will continue to grow and flourish under 

their care. 

Find out more about ODST at www.odst.org.uk  

 



St John’s has truly had a joyous Spring 

term, filled with ‘open doors’ and new 

beginnings! A real highlight of the year so 

far has been welcoming Reading Town 

Mayor, Rachel Eden, to officially open our 

new Sensory Space room! It’s been a 

moment of gratitude from our school: to 

the William Payne Trust who were 

provided funding for the Sensory Space; to 

the wider school community who 

fundraised through the last two years to 

raise money for the project; and to all the 

children and adults who helped to make 

this a reality. It will be treasured for many 

years to come! 

Our school councillors have been very 

active. They drove the Sensory Space 

project, and this year they also led us in 

‘opening the door’ to the Chinese New 

Year  with the most exciting celebrations 

we have ever had at St Johns! They led the 

school in the creation of a Chinese Dragon 

- a collaborative effort made up of 

hundreds of feathers with handwritten 

wishes for the new year by children all 

throughout the school. These celebrations 

culminated in the most majestic Chinese 

New Year parade filled with music, 

drumming, dragon masks, dancing and 

jubilations. 
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School Councillors 

(below) welcome 

Mayor Rachel Eden 

(right) to come and 

open our brand 

new Sensory Space. 
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Inner courtyard garden - 

an outdoor sensory space 

for all to enjoy  

After a. very long gestation period our 

inner courtyard garden is beginning to 

take shape. Lockdown brought a new 

appreciation for being able to access 

open spaces, and and our project’s aim is 

to provide an open sensory space for 

anyone, especially during the school day 

but also after church.  

This original sketch drawn up by Rev 

Gary Collins, our former curate, 

shows how planting and furniture are 

intended to bring the space to life. 

Raised beds and a table height 

planter make gardening here 

fully accessible for all 

Spring is also a time for many new doors to 

open in our lives, particularly in regards to 

our faiths: be it through the opening up of 

the natural world – such as the flowers we 

see outside, as well as those we bring 

inside as seen in our ‘Meadow flower 

shop’ (above); or Lenten colours in our 

church (below) as we prepare for Easter .  

We also celebrated the Hindu festival Holi 

which welcomes in Spring. It’s an inclusive 

festival in which social and religious 

divisions are forgotten and broken 

relationships are repaired. We enjoyed  

filling our school with this festival of colour, 

vibrancy and love to celebrate with all 

those in our school community.  

We are excited to again open our school 

doors more frequently to the parents of 

our school community as we hold the first 

of our whole school open evenings. Parents 

are invited to come into school and explore 

their child’s classrooms and learning spaces 

around our school, celebrating all of their 

successes and hard work this year!  

SCHOOL 

SCHOOL 

CHURCH 

CAFÉ 
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Lost  
& found 
St John & St Stephen’s 

Lent Film Club 2022 

Certificate 12A  

A woman in her sixties who, 

after losing everything in the 

recession, embarks on a 

journey through the American 

West, living as a van-dwelling 

modern-day nomad.  

Certificate 12A  

A determined teenage girl 

struggles to take care of herself 

and her younger brother after 

her mother's abrupt departure  

Certificate 15  

A heavy-metal drummer's life is 

turned upside down when he 

begins to lose his hearing and 

he must confront a future filled 

with silence.  

Certificate U  

Nelly, an 8-year-old girl, has just 

lost her beloved grandmother 

and is helping her parents clean 

out her mother's childhood 

home. One day, her mum 

abruptly leaves, and Nelly 

meets a girl in the woods.  

Each year, during Lent, we explore films 

together as a way of further opening our 

minds and hearts to some challenging 

realities. This year, each film explored 

themes of loss: loss of income; loss of 

childhood; loss of health; loss through 

bereavement; loss of memory. All of us 

suffer losses of one type or another and 

we are obliged to weave both light and dark 

together in our complex life tapestries. Our faith 

and our humanity are sometimes challenged to 

their absolute limits. But loss can be a doorway 

to something new. It’s only the lost that can be 

found. Letting go can lead us into solidarity with 

others who have come to terms with their loss. 

There is grace and there is growth.  

One important aspect of openness is 

acceptance and inclusion - that is, 

welcoming and respecting others as 

they are. Yet change and difference 

can be hard to face. Our UK and 

global society has been rapidly 

developing and our values changing. 

Depending on your age and the 

experiences you’ve had, you might 

find those changes either too slow 

coming or too much to take on. 

Churches are made up of diverse 

people of all ages and backgrounds, 

so the Church of England  has made 

a set of video, audio and printed 

resources, published in 2020, to help people 

open up and understand one another better, 

especially by thinking and talking about human 

identity and gender, about right relationships and 

about changing attitudes to sex and sexuality.  

Five videos, introduced by the lively young 

presenters pictured above, take us on a journey. 

If you want to open your own mind, or if you’d 

just like to see what is really happening and being 

said in churches about these things, you might 

find them surprising and helpful; as you can read 

on our website, each of our three home groups 

have taken up the offer and that was certainly 

the case for them. Do it before the end of April 

and your feedback could help to shape change. 

Find the course at:  churchofengland.org/resources/living

It’s easy to create a personal account and login
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Certificate 12  

A man tries to make sense of his 

changing circumstances, as he 

ages. He begins increasingly to 

doubt his loved ones, his own 

mind and even the fabric of his 

reality.  

Any comments about the films 

that you wish to make can be 

sent to this email address: 

lentfilms22@outlook.com  

Join us to discuss them over a 

bring and share pudding party 

7:30 pm on Thursday 28th April 

in St John’s Café 

churchofengland.org/resources/living-love-and-faith  

s easy to create a personal account and login 

Our church website has just had a major 

redesign and refresh. Please visit it at: 

stjohnandststephen.org.uk 

We’re hoping you’ll find it much more 

friendly, informative and easy to navigate, 

and a great place to dig deeper into things 

you might have read in NEWT. 

On your first visit, you could just click the 

red button WHERE TO GET STARTED.  

After that, the drop-down menus on the 

home page should help you find what you 

want in more detail. For example, to read 

more about what we mean by ‘Open’,  

you could click on ABOUT  and then on 

VISION AND MISSION. 

Tell us your views … 

… on NEWT or the website, 

    and your interests, needs and  ideas. 

What is missing and what could we be 

doing more of ? 

You can help us to support and build our 

local community together by using our 

website Contact Form to e-mail us. 



How did you feel  about leaving your  

parents, friends, relatives and home behind  

in Hong Kong? 

      Eric: It is very sad; we speak on the telephone but it’s 

not the same. We had good jobs and were very 

comfortable. I worked as a computer programmer, 

but in Cantonese. My programs were for the 

finance departments of companies. I was working 

for the Oracle company. A man said that I could 

have a job in Reading or London. I chose Reading 

because the house would be cheaper but when we 

got here, there was no job. I am upgrading my 

computer skills by studying online. 

NEWT sat down with Eric Yim, his wife Anthea and their 

two children to discover why 16 months ago  they 

decided to leave Hong Kong to take up the U.K. 

Government’s offer to settle here for 5 years to study or 

work. After that, they will be able apply for a 

citizenship and a British passport. 

Why did you decide to leave? 

Anthea: We used to have freedom to express our opinions 

about the Hong Kong government and protest if we 

were unhappy. From 1997, control of the colony was 

transferred from Britain to China on condition that 

the economic and political systems in Hong Kong be 

respected for the next 50 years. But gradually China 

has exerted more and more control through the 

Hong Kong government. In June 2019 a bill was 

introduced which would have given the Chinese 

government the right to arrest and extradite Hong 

Kong citizens but after street protests it was 

withdrawn. A lot of people have opinions which differ 

to those of the Communist Party and 

after being raided in 2020, Apple Daily, 

a newspaper which supported the pro-

democracy movement, was shut down.  

The other reason we left was to get a 

better education for our children. 

Education in Hong Kong is too 

competitive and selective. You cannot 

choose where to send your children. After exams, the 

bright children go to a Band One school, the less 

gifted are sent to a Band 2 school and  

     a lot of children from  complex family backgrounds  

                end up in Band 3. You do not want your  

                         children to be in a Band 3 school. Also  

                    the Chinese government said that children  

             were not being taught to love China and the  

          Communist Party so  they put elements in the  

          school syllabus to  force that to happen. 10 



 

Anthea: I was invited to a Christian  

fellowship by a friend at secondary  

school. The Christian teachers were kind- 

hearted, concerned about us and helped me with  

 my homework, particularly Maths 

which I found very difficult. So, at 16, 

the Samuel Fellowship is where I first 

met Eric who was two years older 

than me!  I was there for two years 

and then, like Eric, I went to 

university but a different one from 

his. My degree is in English but his is 

in Computer Science. Ten years later, 

I met him again in a church cell group 

but he had a different girlfriend. 

When they broke up, we got together 

and in 2011 we were married!  

 

   And you’ve joined us at St John’s… 

Anthea: We go to Reading Chinese Christian Church 

services at Tyndale and Wycliffe Baptist 

churches.  We met Don and Bridget Barwick 

there and they invited us to try the Sunday 

services at St John & St Stephen’s. Everyone is 

so friendly, and in services it’s a real help to be 

given a printed copy of the sermon to follow. 

Our children really enjoy Forest Church, Godly 

Play and Children’s Praise Plus. It’s good to see 

them volunteer to read aloud.  

Do you have time for 

hobbies? 

Eric: I like watching 

football on T.V. and 

kicking a ball with 

James at Sol Joel 

Park. We support 

Manchester United. 

I play football with 

Hong Kong friends 

and basketball at 

Cintra Park. 

Anthea:   I like shopping, 

meeting friends and 

going out to a 

restaurant, but I 

don’t really have the 

time at the moment! 

 

Well, thank you very much for giving our readers an 

insight into what it’s like to leave your home country and 

begin to build a new life amongst us in Reading. We hope 

you find happiness here.  

Anthea: I was a qualified company secretary but couldn’t 

transfer my qualifications to the U.K. Because Eric is 

studying, I have to work. I’m a receptionist in the 

Paediatrics Department at the Royal Berkshire 

Hospital. I was a temporary worker but on March 2nd. 

they gave me a 

permanent contract, 

which gives me 

security and 

benefits. I really like 

the hospital because 

the demographic is 

very mixed. I have 

not experienced any 

racism. But as soon as 

Eric finds a job, I will 

stay at home, do the 

housework and look 

after the family. 

Eric: At the moment, I am 

taking the children to 

school, doing the housework and 

studying. 

How about the children? 

Anthea: The children have benefitted the 

most. In Hong Kong, the school day 

was longer, there were lots of rules, 

the teachers were very strict and 

there were hours of homework 

every night. After school, they had 

to go to tutorial classes from 4 p.m. 

until 6 every weekday. They are happy at 

Earley St Peters where they have longer 

breaks and do more P.E. They only get one 

homework assignment each week so I give 

them extra homework each evening. They 

enjoy playing in Sol Joel Park before and 

after school. At home they both play the 

piano every day. It helps Arianne’s hand-eye 

co-ordination and makes James sit still! They 

both enjoy it. 

You’re Christians? 

Eric: I started going to church with my parents 

when I was 9 but they stopped going after a 

while. In some Asian families, like mine, the 

father can be very controlling. There’s not 

much conversation. You do as you’re told. I felt 

church was top-down as well. You didn’t get 

answers to questions from the priest. When I 

was older, I met some people in the street who  

were speaking about the good news and handing out 

leaflets. They were happy to talk and answer 

questions. I took a leaflet and accepted an invitation 

to go to their church. 
11 
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The Just Stop Oil campaign is a current focus point 

for many Climate Change activists who want to 

ensure we are not distracted, and that real rapid 

change on energy remains at the top of the 

agenda for politicians and for the public at large. 

In particular, they ask that our government gives 

no new licences to extract oil. Meanwhile, 

Greenpeace currently has  a similar campaign but 

focussing on gas - the main fuel used in generating 

electricity and the cause of huge  fuel  price 

increases this year. 

But what do we see? About half a dozen field 

development plans for gas and oil fields in the 

North Sea were given consent last year, and a 

similar number seems likely this year.  

“If governments are serious about 
the climate crisis, there can be no 

new investments in oil, gas and coal, 
from now – from this year.”  

Fatih Birol, Executive Director 

International Energy Agency, May 2021  

The UN CoP26 meeting in Glasgow last Autumn gave a huge boost 

to global awareness of the Climate Emergency. There was massive 

media coverage and many governments that had previously 

avoided making firm commitments began to signal change. The call 

agreed there by world leaders was to reduce CO2 emissions by 

45% by 2030. 

But making change happen on an ongoing basis will take more than 

mere words. Bold actions will be needed each and every year. 

“We have to move rapidly; what we 
do over the next three to four years 
is going to determine the future of 

humanity, I believe”  

Professor Sir David King (2021) 

former Government Chief Scientific Advisor  

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/feb/01/north-sea-abigail-oil-field-plan-approved-despite-climate-goals
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You can meet son, Mac, aged 20, as he is currently helping 

run the store whilst playing for Wokingham Cricket Club. 

He also has a passion for food and soon will be joining 

Reading College to start a Level 2 Patisserie course.  

Dad is an ICC Level 2 certified cricket coach and spends as 

much of his spare time as he can guiding Mac and his 15-

year-old sister, Jess, who has recently been selected for 

the Berkshire Under 15 cricket camp. Recently voted Best 

Under 15 Batsman for Wokingham Cricket club in a team 

that's mostly boys, she is now waiting to see if she makes 

the squad that will represent the county in matches. The 

youngest son, Josh, is in Year 3 at St John's School and has 

a passion for drawing. 

The Dsouza family is Christian. "We have 15 to 20 minutes 

of family prayers every day, just like we had with our own 

parents. Sometimes we attend St James' church and 

sometimes Wycliffe, but parking isn't easy. Recently we 

went to an evening mass at Christ the King in Whitley.  

Asked why they left Dubai, Prakash replies, "We were very  

comfortable there, but citizenship was not 

a possibility. We came to Reading 

searching for citizenship, a good education 

for the children, and a better income. I 

have a Sole Business Representative visa 

which can be renewed after three years for 

a further two years. After that, we shall be 

able to apply for permanent residency." 

The family really enjoys living in multicultural Newtown. 

'Working in the shop is a good thing," says Prakash. 

"You get to talk to people." Asked if he has experienced 

any racist behaviour, he replies, "We have never come 

across any racism." And he and Jacintha are delighted 

that Josh has settled into St John's Primary School. "He 

never wanted to go to school in Dubai, but St John's 

teachers have made him happy to go. We don't have to 

push him." 

Well, almost all hours! From 8.30 am until 11 pm, Prakash & Jacintha 

Dsouza's convenience store on the corner of Cholmeley Road and 

Cholmeley Terrace is open for almost anything you need, and you can  

be sure of a friendly welcome! The family of six arrived in Reading from 

Dubai in August 2020 and opened the shop three months later.  

Back in 1997, Prakash and Jacintha moved from Mangalore, in the  

southern Indian state of Karnataka, to Dubai. After some years as a sales 

executive for a freight forwarding company, Prakash went on to become  

the sales manager. He then joined an office supplies business as a partner  

in 2006. With years of experience in office management and administration, 

Jacintha is an Avon cosmetics representative and manages Souza stores.  

Married on Boxing Day 1997, they have four children. The eldest, Pamla, 21, 

is studying for a BSc in Digital Media Production at Oxford Brookes Uni.  
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In his book Surprised by Hope, 

the widely respected historian 

and Bible scholar, Bishop Tom 

Wright, argues strongly that 

most people today, both inside 

and outside the church, have a 

distorted view of Christian 

hope, thinking that it’s all about 

‘your spirit going to Heaven 

when you die’.  

He explains how western 

Christianity has, over the 

centuries and through the 

influence of medieval art and of 

Greek philosophy, lost its grip 

on the core of the really good 

news of hope that was 

preached and lived by Jesus of 

Nazareth and believed by his 

earliest followers. That core 

hope is the coming Kingdom of 

Heaven on Earth, validated by 

the bodily Resurrection of Jesus 

himself. 

The impact of returning to that 

amazingly surprising hope is 

that we should not be thinking 

of people as ‘souls’ that will just 

leave their bodies at death and 

go to a ‘life after death' in either 

‘heaven’ or ‘hell’, and certainly 

not to an after death cleansing 

process such as ‘purgatory’. 

According to Luke’s gospel 

account, on the cross Jesus 

promised the thief who asked 

about his Kingdom coming that 

they would be together “today 

in paradise”. But, in the same 

gospel story, two days later 

Jesus' tomb was empty and he 

was appearing alive in body to 

his disciples. And just over a 

month later, those bodily 

appearances of Jesus ended 

when he was “taken up to 

heaven”. 

So, Tom explains that early 

Christians actually expected a 

peaceful paradise sleep after 

death, while awaiting a bodily 

resurrection like that  of Jesus 

himself on the Day when he 

would appear again, returning 

from heaven to earth to fully 

complete the Kingdom here. 

Impossible to  fully imagine? 

Yes, but in the latter parts of the 

book Tom explains in detail how 

such a clear and simple hope 

can save us from a selfish and 

exclusivist focus on the afterlife. 

Instead, such a  hope will 

energise us with caring and 

creativity as we work with God’s 

Spirit to bring Heaven on Earth 

as a reality for all its people and 

creatures, and we can be sure 

that nothing we do will be 

wasted. And as well as serving 

mankind, he shows how this 

hope also aids our spiritual 

understanding and practices  now . 

Very early on the first day of the week,  
just after sunrise, the women were on their way  
to the tomb and they asked each other,  
“Who will roll the stone away from the entrance 
of the tomb?” 

But when they looked up, they saw that the 
stone, which was very large, had been rolled 
away. As they entered the tomb, they saw a 
young man dressed in a white robe sitting on 
the right side, and they were alarmed. 

“Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are  

looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was 

crucified. He has risen! He is not here.  

See the place where they laid him.” 

                                               Mark 16 v 2-6 * 

Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we 

shall be has not yet been revealed. What we 

do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be 

like him, for we shall see him as he is. And all 

who have this hope in him purify themselves, 

just as he is pure.  

                                               1 John 3 v 2-3 † 

* Mark - the first of four eyewitness ‘gospel’ accounts 

in the Bible to be written down 

† 1 John - a letter to churches in Asia (modern day 

Turkey) written in old age by John, the only 

original disciple of Jesus who had not been 

killed for witnessing to his rising from death. 
To read a more in depth review and reflection on this book you can visit 

RESOURCES on our website:  stjohnandststephen.org.uk 



Last Autumn, NEWT 

reported on the 

residents group that 

has adopted a 

generous patch of 

grass and weeds 

between Amity Rd  

and Cumberland Rd too often used by localised fly tippers. After 

some skilful negotiation the Council agreed to this space 

becoming a community garden. It was then over to locals and 

others committed to Newtown to set about transforming it, 

which they have been doing every month since September.  

So far this has involved cutting back overgrown trees and shrubs, 

weeding, removing grass from the paths and clearing ground for  

planting.  As a result 

flowering bulbs have 

appeared this year 

and two dwarf apple 

trees were planted 

recently. There is still 

a long way to go and a 

vision is emerging as  15 

volunteers shape the garden and balance 

rewilding with requests for flowers and 

vegetables.  Rubbish continues to be an issue 

and watering presents a challenge.  A water 

butt has been promised by the council but has 

not yet arrived.  The group is looking for 

funding to install a seat made from recycled 

sections of the dismantled iconic Newtown 

gasometer at a cost of £2,000. There’s hope 

that events like the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 

party might take place in the garden.    

The gardening takes place on the last Sunday 

of the month between 11.00 and 2.00.  Please 

bring your own gardening tools and black 

plastic sacks. It’s an activity open to all ages.  

You can drop in for as long or as short a time as 

you wish.  There’s a tea break at 12.30 to which 

all are welcome, whether or not you are 

helping with the garden. It’s a great way to 

meet the neighbours.  Keep in touch by joining 

Newtown Community Garden group on 

Facebook or look out for news on the garden 

noticeboard.  Christine Bainbridge   

Go to: merl.reading.ac.uk/event/easter-holiday-virtual-activities/ 

East Reading Festival 2022 

Sunday 26th June in Palmer Park 

from 12 noon until 6 pm 

For more info. if you would  

like to get involved please visit  

Facebook.com/EastReadingFestival  

Upcoming DATES for your diary 



Celebrating Easter in Newtown 

Vicar  
Rev Claire 

Alcock 

Parish Centre 
Manager  

Tanya Penn 

Assoc. Priest 
Christine 

Bainbridge 

Churchwardens 
Rosie Croft & 
Ian Maynard 

For more details, please contact the Parish Office   
0118 926 3633     email: office@stjohnandststephen.org.uk 

Sunday worship 10:30 am 
- everyone welcome 

Church Contacts 

St John’s School 0118 937 5540 
email: admin@stjohns.reading.sch.uk 

New Town School 0118 937 5509 
email: admin@newtown.reading.sch.uk 

Assistant 
Head Teacher 

Kate 
Hawkins 

Assistant 
Head Teacher 

Hollie 
Appleton 

School Contacts 

Assistant 
Head 

Paula  
Shuman  

Assistant 
Head 

Jerome  
De Silva  

Head Teacher 

Martina 
Parsons 

Assistant 
Head 

Cameron 
Purvis 

Sun 10th 

April 

Palm Sunday    

10.30am Holy Communion  St John & St Stephen’s church  

Afterwards, organised by Churches Together: 

12:30pm Procession in Broad Street with band from Butts end to 

M&S end for Celebration service—ending 1:15pm. 

Thurs 14th 

April 

Maundy Thursday   St John & St Stephen’s church  

8 pm Holy Communion  - followed by altar strip 

enacting the love and shock of Jesus’ last meal 

Fri 15th 

April 

Good Friday    St John & St Stephen’s church  

10:30am ‘The Hour’ - a reflective service of image and music 

 with Children’s activities in the Café 

Sun 17th 

April 

Easter Day     

10.30am Holy Communion  St John & St Stephen’s church   

10.45am Easter Day service at Wycliffe Baptist church  

- if fine outdoors in the Norwood Road car park, otherwise indoors 

Find us on YouTube:  search  

‘St John and St Stephen Reading’ 

or to livestream our Sunday 

services, join our Facebook group 

Come to these live events or join in from home 

Head teacher 

Polly 
Cornish 


