
Living in Love and Faith  
Summary of Feedback from Meuniers’ Home Group 

This was a very well-produced and presented course and all of us were very glad to have done it 

together. It was a real learning journey. We came to it with quite widely differing starting points, and all 

of us found we had been challenged and changed in some respects by the end. 

The early sessions helped us to open up to one another as well as to the topics themselves. Two things 

helped in this: the courage and openness of the various couples and individuals who had chosen to open 

up their personal lives to us in the story videos; and also the challenge of the ‘pastoral’ inputs in the 

course, which highlighted for example the oppressive nature of silence when certain topics are avoided 

or skirted round rather than faced and talked about. 

So, all members of our group shared openly, and we discovered that between us we had a much wider 

experience of the variety of human relationships than we might have anticipated. But the course 

materials helped to extend that even further. 

As we neared the close of the course, those of us who beforehand had felt ourselves to be on the 'side' 

of inclusion and welcoming ended up being quite aware of inner anxieties, uncertainties and prejudice 

in ourselves that make that difficult to fulfil in practice. 

Others of us, who had previously tried to hold on to traditional views and values, became aware of the 

danger of alienating and damaging others – particularly young people – by keeping a polite and 

embarrassed silence. So, these were resolving to have some more open conversations in their own 

families as well as at church. 

In our final session discussion, thinking about how the Church should go forward, these points were 

said:   

‘Carry on talking and listening to God through one another.’   

‘It’s clear we won’t agree. We as a group have managed to talk more openly using this opportunity than 

ever before.  We can’t give the answer, ‘we’ve got it!’ but we have talked and shared and that’s positive.  

We feel that we’ve changed a bit of our understanding of each other and of the issues themselves. We 

can learn a lot through talking and sharing with each other.  It becomes more real when you get to know 

the people involved and you discover it’s rather more complicated that you first thought.’  

‘This issue – who should marry who and how we feel about others’ sexuality – isn’t the heart of the 

gospel. There were lots of disagreements about marriage within Judaism and lot of that difficulty carried 

on into the church. At the centre of what was preached by the apostles was forgiveness and inclusion – 

i.e. to love one another.’ 

The particular video stories that had resonated most deeply with us involved people who made 

personally costly choices for the sake of love. There was a young man who had struggled through issues 

of Bible interpretation and eventually had come to feel comfortable having a gay relationship, only then 

to find God then calling him to a life of singleness in order to serve others as a priest. And there was a 

woman who had supported her husband through his transition to being a woman, and who had kept the 

whole family together, parents and children, in love. 

We all wanted to encourage as many people as possible both in the Church and beyond it to experience 

this course. 

  



Living in Love and Faith 
Feedback from Thakes’ Homegroup 

The material was of very good quality.  The story films were particularly good, seeming authentic and 

covering a wide diversity of relationships.   

The course did not present answers, which some people found frustrating.   

Many members of the group commented on the huge changes in attitudes to sexual identity.  Homosexuality 

has gone from being illegal to it being illegal to discriminate against it in the lifetime of many of us.  Similarly, 

the church’s attitude to same sex relationships has nearly completely reversed, from it being seen as against 

God’s will to being accepted by at least some of the church.  Many of us could understand the reasons for 

the changes, but still felt uneasy with them.  Prior to the LLF course, it felt as if the issues were not discussed 

openly much, and people felt in danger of being judged if they did discuss them.   

A sticking point for some people was reconciling what the Bible appears to say about same-sex relationships 

(or at least what has traditionally been presented as the Bible’s teaching) and more modern tolerance.  This 

was mentioned in the course, but it avoided getting into much detail.  This raised larger issues on 

understanding the Bible and its authority.  We did discuss some of the alternative interpretations of the half-

dozen or so ‘proof texts’ that are commonly brought up.  It is possible to see them as culturally determined, 

or actually using key words in completely different ways to the way we understand them.   

Though not brought out by LLF, it was interesting to consider the parallels with church’s consideration of 

sexual identity and other issues where teaching has changed, for example: women’s ministry, slavery, or – 

even further back – usury.   

Transgender issues seem simply not to exist in the Bible.  In some respects, this makes them easier to deal 

with, as there are no fixed doctrinal positions that need to be changed.  Though a few members of the group 

had known transgender people, many had not.   

There was a general acceptance that we should be welcoming LGBTQ+ people as they are.  It is difficult to 

present full acceptance while the church will not conduct same-sex marriages.  As Christians we should be 

showing the same sort of love, acceptance and forgiveness that we see in God through Christ.   

There was a consensus that sex should be in the context of long-term, loving relationships.  There is very 

little teaching on this in churches.  Important not to present sexual sins as far more important, and more 

unforgiveable, than other ways in which we fall.   

Some discussion on how it is the institutional aspects of how we treat sexual identity that causes problems.  

But it is hard to see how the church could not be an institution.  We do not envy the leadership of the 

Anglican church making decisions on this.  While the CofE is moving towards greater acceptance, it would be 

sad if this led to a split with the African church.  Some people thought that we should move towards 

accepting more diverse sexuality regardless, because it is right to do so, and let the church in other areas find 

its own way.  But others thought moving slowly and trying to keep unity was good.  The counter argument is 

that moving slowly preserves the status quo which benefits those in a position of power and privilege, and 

that delays can have life-changing consequences for individuals currently seeking same-sex marriage.   

One of the best sessions was at the end of the course, when we summarised what we had learnt, and started 

to generate this feedback.  We used the LLF colouring responses while we were talking, and had a 

surprisingly good conversation as we did this.  Perhaps to do with not having to directly look at everyone 

while talking.  



Living in Love and Faith 
Feedback from Crofts’ Homegroup six months after completing it 

We sent in extensive feedback at the end of the course but recently, remembering and reflecting 

these were the things that were shared: 

From Desmond Tutu: Our maturity will be judged by how well we are able to agree to disagree 

and yet continue to love one another, to care for one another and cherish one another and seek 

the greater good of the other. 

Nuance is important. We so often think in polarities or in sound bites, is it right, or is it wrong! Life 

is more complicated than that. 

At the start of the course no-one knew ‘what it was for’ and we only realised this with the last 

episode – this should have been at the beginning. 

The interlacing with scripture exposition was good – but no clear steer was given – and this would 

have been helpful. 

I was unsure what I was meant to learn, why I was doing it, what was it for. Just ‘love everyone’ is 

too woolly. For example with the bisexual man who was married; ‘how could (?should)  he 

express his Christian love to his wife?’  

The man talking about celibacy was the most interesting. 

At time I felt patronised. 

At times it seemed to assume that we were all very prejudiced against difference – I learnt that 

we always need to listen first, and that life is not easy for many people. 

The topics seemed disjointed and flew at us out of nowhere.  

It’s the first time I remember sexuality being discussed in church and this was very positive. 

It gives hope that the church is willing to look at these issues. The stories were what most struck 

home – I have never talked to people with some of these issues so feel I learnt much. 

 


